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CONSTAN 

This  famous  place  has  been  a  flour- 
ishing city  for  more  than  twenty-five 
centuries.  Its  founder,  from  whom  it 
took  its  earliest  name,  Byzantium,  was 
an  ancient  navigator,  one  Byzas,  who, 
from  his  seafaring  life,  was  called  a  son 
of  Neptune.  Strongly  fortified  by  na- 
ture, with  a  noble  harbor,  and  com- 
manding the  outlet  of  the  Black  Sea, 
with  its  commerce  and  that  of  its  great 
tributary  rivers,  it  could  not  be  other- 
wise than  a  place  of  great  importance. 
Such  it  long  has  been  ;  and  never  more 
so  than  now,  when  it  has  become  the 
gorgeous  prize  for  which  the  greatest 
military  monarchies  of  the  world  are 
vying,  as  has  often  been  the  case  before, 
in  the  varying  chances  of  the  dreadful 
lottery  of  war. 

When  Constantine,  convinced  that 
his  dominion  had  spread  too  far  into 
the  East  to  be  successfully  controlled 
from  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  sought  for 
a  new  seat  of  empire,  he  at  once  re- 
solved to  make  of  Byzantium  another 
and  a  greater  Rome.  On  the  confines 
of  Europe  and  Asia,  he  sought  to  es- 
tablish a  metropolis  for  his  successors, 
from  whence  they  could  rule  with  ease 
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TINOPLE. 

each  of  their  subject  continents.  The 
mighty  Emperor,  who  was  very  much 
a  "  sign-man,"  and  professed  in  matters 
of  magnitude  to  be  guided  by  special 
intimations  of  the  divine  will,  while 
sleeping  within  the  walls  of  old  Byzan- 
tium, beheld,  in  the  visions  of  the  night, 
the  guardian-spirit  of  the  city,  an  an- 
cient dame,  bowing  under  the  burthens 
of  age  and  its  infirmities,  in  an  instant 
changed'  into   a  blushing  virgin,  on 
whom,  with  his  own  hand,  he  placed 
the  robes  of  imperial  purple  and  the 
diadem  of  state.    On  rising  from  his 
couch,  he  proceeded  with  lance  in  hand 
to  trace  the  new  boundaries  of  this  des- 
tined capital  of  the  world.    And  when 
he  laid  out  the  bounds  so  large  that  his 
astonished  attendants  ventured  to  ob- 
ject to  their  extent,  "  I  shall  go  on,"  he 
replied,  "  till  the  invisible  guide  who 
precedes  me  thinks  fit  to  stop."  He 
concentrated  the  vast  resources  of  his 
government  upon  the  building,  fortify- 
ing, and  embellishing  of  this  vast  city, 
till  it  became  worthy  to  bear  his  name. 
And  so,  in  the  fourth  century,  Byzan- 
tium became  Constantinople. 

We  have  not  space  to  sketch  the 
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history  of  a  city,  which  has  never  lost 
its  commercial  and  political  importance, 
which  has  been  twenty-four  times  in- 
vested, and  six  times  taken,  and  for 
whose  possession  the  Muscovite  colos- 
sus is  now  struggling  with  the  allied 
giants  of  Western  Europe,  in  an  agon- 
ism  that  shakes  the  world.  Of  her 
literary  eminence,  even  during  the  de- 
cays of  the  later  empire,  it  is  enough 
to  say,  that  when  she  fell,  five  hundred 
years  ago,  into  the  hands  of  the  Great 
Turk,  the  dispersion  of  her  studious 
men  in  Western  Europe  led  to  the 
revival  of  learning,  and  that  in  time 
led  to  the  Protestant  Reformation  of 
the  corruptions  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
and  that  Reformation  in  turn  led  to 
the  present  style  of  civilization  in  the 
Christian  world  in  either  hemisphere. 
Thus  has  her  fall,  like  that  of  Jerusa- 
lem, been  "  the  riches  of  the  world." 
In  the  history  of  the  nations  of  the  fu- 
ture, as  in  that  of  tho^e  of  the  past,  this 
celebrated  place  will  doubtless  retain 
its  eminence. 

All  travellers  speak  with  rapture  of 
the  aspect  of  Constantinople  a^  seen 
from  a  distance.  "  Beautiful  for  situa- 
tion," its  amphitheatrical  appearance 
strikes  every  beholder  with  admira- 
tion.   But  this  magnificence  of  show 


contrasts  most  strangely  and  repul" 
sively  with  the  meanness  of  its  interior. 
Its  splendid  mosques  and  palaces  are 
huddled  up  in  a  wilderness  of  narrow 
and  filthy  streets  lined  by  low,  wooden 
or  mud-built  houses.  Here,  twelve 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  of  whom 
about  three  fourths  are  supposed  to  be 
Turks,  are  said  to  find  their  home. 
Here,  also,  a  vigorous  city-mission 
among  the  Greek,  Armenian,  and  Jew- 
ish populations,  is  sustained  by  the 
American  churches ;  and  here,  as  there 
is  reason  to  think,  Christianity  may 
make  its  first  decisive  inroads  upc^ 
Mohammedan  imposture  and  supersti- 
tion. From  hence,  as  from  a  central 
point  of  illumination,  the  light  of  a 
pure  gospel  already  radiates  into  many 
of  the  dark  places  of  the  Turkish  Em- 
pire. 

As  the  Christian  reader  looks  upon 
the  engraved  view  of  this  city  which 
"  can  not  be  hid,"  let  him  lift  up  the 
heart  in  fervent  prayer,  that  it  may 
become  a  city  of  the  living  God,  a  holy 
place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  Most 
High,  a  city  whose  walls  shall  be  sal- 
vation, and  whose  gates  shall  be  praise, 
and  from  whence  the  light  of  the  Gos- 
pel shall  shine  forth  on  every  side  as  a 
lamp  that  burneth. 


BORZINSKY'S  PETIT 

In  the  first  article  in  our  emission 
for  December,  we  alluded  to  a  petition, 
which,  a  year  ago,  had  been  sent  to 
Pope  Pius  IX.,  by  Ubaldus  Borzinsky, 
a  monk  of  the  order  of  Brothers  of 
Mercy.  This  petition,  craving  of  the 
Holy  Father  a  redress  of  the  horrible 
abuses  and  immoralities  practised  in 
the  convents  of  Bohemia,  presented  so 
shocking  a  list  of  charges  against  promi- 
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nent  members  of  not  less  than  eighteen 
of  these  establishments,  that  we  desist- 
ed from  the  task  of  translating  it  from 
its  German  original  for  our  pages.  We 
have  since,  however,  found  a  transla- 
tion of  it  in  that  excellent  and  most 
valuable  paper,  the  London  "  Christian 
Times."  After  much  hesitation  as  to 
exposing  the  moral  pollution  of  con- 
ventual life  to  the  eyes  of  Americansj 
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we  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it 
must  be  done.  Odious  and  repulsive  as 
the  task  will  be,  it  is  our  duty  to  let 
the  Christian  public  know,  that  con- 
vents in  the  nineteenth  century  are  just 
such  sinks  of  sin  as  they  were  three 
centuries  ago,  and  long  before.  Such 
secret  haunts  of  men,  penned  up  to- 
gether, to  lead  such  an  unnatural  and 
anti-social  life,  tend  to  throw  the  native 
corruption  of  the  heart  into  a  ferment ; 
and  their  secresy  is  only  too  favorable 
to  the  practice  of  the  iniquitous  pas- 
sions they  engender. 

Let  every  reader  of  this  petition 
and  its  frightful  details,  ask  himself 
whether  there  is  no  call  for  legislation 
on  the  subject  of  conventual  inspec- 
tion ?  Ought  not  closed  convents,  in- 
tended for  the  seclusion  of  persons  of 
either  sex,  to  be  visited  by  suitable  of- 
ficers, and  carefully  examined,  under 
proper  arrangements,  as  to  their  moral 
condition,  and  the  undue  restraint  upon 
the  personal  liberty  of  any  of  the  in- 
mates ?  No  other  persons  in  this 
country,  excepting  Popish  monks  and 
nuns,  would  be  allowed,  either  by  pub- 
lic sentiment,  or  the  common  law  as 
directed  against  nuisances,  to  immure 
themselves  and  all  whom  they  could 
seduce  or  inveigle  into  their  society, 
in  such  obscure  and  jealously-guarded 
retreats.  Their  facilities  for  the  per- 
petration of  vice  and  crime  are  mani- 
festly great;  and  history  abounds  in 
proofs,  as  conclusive  as  Borzinsky's 
petition  affords,  that  they  have  too 
often  been  hot-beds  of  sin. 

As  to  poor  Borzinsky,  his  reward  for 
thus  calling  the  attention  of  the  Pope 
to  the  delinquencies  of  his  order,  has 
consisted  in  his  forcible  removal  from 
Prague,  and  a  rigorous  confinement  in 
the*  monastery  of  his  order  at  Gortz. 
His  brother  John  Evangelist  Borzin- 


sky, also  a  brother  of  the  same  order, 
for  joining  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Prus- 
sia was  immured  in  the  mad-house 
of  the  order  at  Prague,  for  a  long 
time.  He,  however,  has  recently  mad^ 
his  escape.  Prior  to  his  escape,  Lord 
Clarendon  in  behalf  of  the  British 
government  interceded  with  the  Aus- 
tian  Ministry  for  his  and  his  brother's 
release.  But  the  Austrian  govern- 
ment declined  to  interfere,  and  under 
its  recent  Concordat^  with  the  Romish 
See,  is  not  likely  to  exert  itself  for  the 
protection  of  its  subjects  groaning 
under  ecclesiastical  tyranny. 

We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  King 
of  Prussia,  has  taken  the  matter  up 
with  some  earnestness,  and  is  ready 
to  extend  all  the  aid  and  protection  in 
his  power,  to  these  oppressed  brethren. 
What  will  be  the  end  we  know  not. 
Let  all  who  love  the  truth  remember 
in  their  prayers  these  faithfiil  and  af- 
flicted brethren,  and  especially  that 
the  petitioner  Ubaldus  may  be  sus- 
tained, and  released  from  his  impris- 
onment as  is  now  John  Evangelist, 
his  brother. 

Holy  Father  : 

As  nothing  we  undertake  can  prove  success- 
ful without  the  assistance  of  the  Most  High, 
I  therefore  earnestly  implore  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  communicate  His  enlightening  influence 
and  gracious  aid  in  the  matter  I  now  lay 
before  you,  which  also  involves  a  humble 
request. 

The  task  I  have  proposed  to  myself  is  far 
from  being  a  pleasant  one,  as  it  only  exhibits 
painful  events,  and  is  calculated  to  awaken 
very  distressing  feehngs  in  the  mind  of  your 
Holiness.  But  it  is  necessary,  in  order  that 
I  may  have  peace  in  my  own  mind,  through 
the  favor  and  grace  of  your  HoHness,  that  I 
should  bring  both  to  your  consideration.  I 
have  also  thought  of  the  maxim,  "Z>e'  grandi 
e  de'  morti  parla  bene  o  taci  but  mindful, 
Holy  Father,  that  truth  should  not  be  conceal- 
ed, when  we  would  appeal  to  so  august  and 
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holy  a  tribunal  as  yours,  I  commence  under 
the  help  of  the  Most  High. 

I. 

The  Prior  of  the  Brothers  of  Mercy  in  the 
Monastery  of  Presburg,  in  Hungary,  by  name 
Vitus  Hreschich,  cultivated  an  acquaintance 
with  the  daughter  of  a  huntsman  in  Ratzen- 
dorf,  and  she  became  enciente  by  him.  The 
Prior,  to  endeavor  to  hide  his  shame,  and 
being  acquainted  with  medicine,  prepared  a 
potion  and  administered  it  to  the  object  of  his 
seduction,  in  order  to  produce  abortion.  After 
partaking  of  the  medicine,  she  was  taken 
so  dangerously  ill,  that  she  told  the  whole  af- 
fair to  her  father,  who  was  so  exasperated  at 
the  discovery,  that  he  threatened  the  life  of 
the  Prior  Vitus  Hreschich,  in  order  to  avenge 
his  daughter's  shame.  "When  the  affair  assum- 
ed so  serious  an  aspect,  Hreschich  contrived 
to  prevent  it  from  becoming  a  public  scandal, 
and  appeased  the  incensed  father  by  the 
payment  of  several  thousand  florins,  and  it  is 
also  said  that  he  purchased  a  house  for  the 
girl.  There  have  been  many  such  priors.  I 
would  only  mention  the  Prior  Sanctus  Mar- 
tens, who  had  been  a  physician. 

The  Prior  Vitus  Hreschich  was  afterwards 
elected  to  be  Provincial  of  the  Order,  and 
sold  the  office  of  prior  to  those  who  offered 
the  most  for  it,  by  which  he  pocketed  from 
one  to  two  thousand  florins.*  Besides  which, 
he  trafficked  in  other  lucrative  situations, 
such  as  master  of  the  cellar,  master  of  the 
kitchen,  or  steward's  offices,  and  disposed  of 
them  to  the  highest  bidder.  In  his  monastic 
visitations  he  paid  attention  to  notliing  but 
to  overlook  the  accounts,  and  then  to  attest 
them  with  his  seal  and  signature.  For  this, 
however,  he  demanded  and  received  very  con- 
siderable presents  from  the  several  priors. 
He  consequently  made  no  inquiry  of  any 
brother  of  the  Order  whether  the  money  that 
was  entered  in  the  books  he  had  signed  had 
been  really  expended.  If  any  brother  ven- 
tured an  expression  that  bad  disciphne  pre- 
vailed in  the  monastery,  or  that  the  books  were 
unfaithfully  kept,  he  was  persecuted  in  va- 
rious ways,  and  removed,  not  unfrequently, 
more  than  once  a  year,  to  other  monasteries  at 
a  distance  of  two  hundred  or  three  hundred 
miles. 

This  Father  Provincial  Vitus  never  thought 

*  The  value  of  an  Austrian  florin  (silver)  is  2s. — 
Trans. 


of  visiting  the  more  indigent  monasteries — 
such  for  instance,  as  that  of  Scalitz,  in  Hunga- 
ry, which  he  never  entered  for  more  than  four 
years ;  and  if  any  of  the  brothers  of  that  mo- 
nastery ventured  to  come  to  Vienna,  to  re- 
quest him  to  be  so  good  as  to  honor  their 
house  with  a  visit,  as  there  was  much  that  re- 
quired inspection,  he  usually  gave  them  this 
answer:  "You  are  as  poor  as  beggars  in  that 
monastery,  and  can  give  me  no  fee  for  my 
trouble.  I  can  not,  therefore,  come  to  you, 
for  instead  of  filling  my  purse  with  gold,  you 
only  pester  me  to  give  money  to  you.  To 
such  a  monastery  will  I  go  no  more."  If, 
again,  any  of  the  priors — often  out  of  a  spirit 
of  revenge — wished  to  remove  often  in  the 
year  this  brother  of  the  Order  or  that,  he  had 
only  to  remit  forty  silver  florins  to  Vitus 
Hreschich,  and  the  obnoxious  brother  was 
quickly  removed  to  another  monastery.  In 
this  manner  every  prior  could  change  his  sub- 
ject brethren  as  often  as  he  pleased.  Indeed, 
one  prior  openly  said  in  his  refectory :  "I have 
but  to  send  the  Provincial  forty  silver  florins, 
and  I  can  then  remove  any  of  you,  and  have 
fresh  brethren  sent  to  me  as  I  will."  Thus  our 
Order  has  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  slavery 
to  the  present  hour.  The  Provincial  Vitus 
Hreschich  administered  his  office  from  tli© 
year  1843  untU  1853. 

II. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1853,  Brother  Odilo 
Ray th,  of  Baumgarten,  was  elected  Provincial 
of  the  Order.  He  had  been  Sohcitor  to  the 
Province  from  the  year  1828  until  1851,  and 
hved  a  life  almost  like  the  heathens  of  old  all 
the  time.  His  least  daily  portion  was  three 
quarts  of  wine  ;  often,  indeed  five  or  six ;  and 
oftener  still,  besides  all,  three  or  four  bottles 
of  champagne.  It  happened,  therefore,  that 
at  supper  in  the  refectory,  instead  of  sitting  at 
the  table,  he  often  lay  under  it.  On  account 
of  the  scandal  to  which  this  conduct  might 
give  rise,  he  was  allowed  to  eat  his  meals  for 
several  years  in  his  own  room.  In  his  time, 
there  were  two  priors  in  the  Convent  of  Vien- 
na, one  succeeding  the  other,  who  showed 
exactly  the  same  character.  These  were 
Prior  Chrysogonus  Pisch,  and  Prior  Demetrius 
Preissinger.  Besides  all  tliis,  the  Brother 
Odilo  Rayth,  of  Baumgarten,  chose  to  be 
served  by  a  female,  who  remained  with  him 
from  eight  in  the  morning  till  seven  in  the 
evening ;  and  this  she  did  every  day  through- 
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out  the  year  without  an  exception,  and  she 
superintended  all  his  extra  cooking. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  Brother  Aure- 
mundus  Jahn,  at  that  time  Principal  Physi- 
cian, and  now  Prior  at  Vienna,  seriously  pro- 
tested against  Odilo  being  attended  the  whole 
day  by  a  woman  in  a  monastery,  where  one 
should  bar  the  door  against  them.  The  same 
female,  about  this  time,  brought  a  heavy 
charge  against  Odilo,  because  through  him  she 
had  become  very  unhappy ;  for  Brother  Odilo 
had  compelled  her  to  marry,  under  the  con- 
sideration, as  he  said,  that  it  would  be  safer 
for  her  then  to  visit  him ;  and  the  result  of 
this  marriage  was  to  render  her  miserable  for 
life. 

Twelve  hundred  florins  of  the  Vienna  val- 
uation were  not  sufficient  for  Brother  Odilo 
Rayth,  of  Baumgarten,  while  he,  as  Provin- 
cial Solicitor,  was  leading  this  wild  course  of 
life.     The  question  naturally  arises,  from 
whence  did  he  obtain  the  money  to  enable 
him  to  satisfy  his  dissolute  desires?  He 
doubtless  abstracted  it  from  funds  belonging 
to  the  hospital  of  the  sick  poor.    In  our  Or- 
der, such  Provincials  as  these  have  been  most- 
ly chosen  to  the  present  time,  as  their  election 
always  depends  on  the  priors  themselves.  A 
Provincial  placed  in  ofl&ce  by  such  means, 
must  have  recourse  to  dishonest  practices  to 
meet  his  expenditure,  and  if  a  prior  bribe  him 
with  500  florins,  he  may  do  what  he  pleases 
with  the  accounts  of  his  monastery.  He 
often,  therefore,  draws  up  false  accounts, 
which  he  gets  some  of  the  brethren  of  his 
monastery  to  sign,  by  which  certain  sums  of 
money  have  the  appearance  of  being  expend- 
ed, while  the  articles  mentioned  have  never 
been  bought.    But  as  no  one  dares  to  call  in 
question  such  accounts,  for  fear  of  the  perse- 
cution that  would  inevitably  follow  such  false 
disbursements  are  so  often  inserted  during  the 
year,  that  they  amount  to  many  hundred  flo- 
rins.   Brother  Odilo  Rayth,  of  Baumgarten. 
while  he  was  Provincial  Solicitor,  applied  to 
his  own  use  the  interest  of  the  capital  belong- 
ing to  the  poorer  monasteries,  and  no  man 
dared  to  say  any  thing  about  it,  for  he  was  a 
man  whom  all  had  already  learnt  to  dread. 
After  he  resigned  that  office,  however,  every 
thing  was  paid,  to  the  last  penny. 

III. 

In  the  Monastery  of  Scalitz,  a  person  of  the 
name  of  Gotthardus  Buckwitschka  held  the 


office  of  Prior  from  1848  to  1849.  There 
came  there  also  Father  Gains  Matuschka,  as 
priest  of  the  Monastery,  In  a  little  while, 
Father  Caius,  with  the  rest  of  his  conventual 
brethren,  demanded  of  Gotthardus  Buck- 
witschka an  account  of  his  expenditure  for 
house-keeping;  the  prior  promised  to  produce 
it  in  two  days,  but  the  same  night  he  disap- 
peared from  the  monastery.  He  had  held  of- 
fice for  fourteen  months,  during  which  he  had 
forestalled  all  the  resources  of  the  institution, 
and  left  it  thirteen  florins  in  debt.  The  mo- 
nastery had,  therefore,  to  borrow  money  to 
obtain  daily  supplies  for  the  sick,  and  for  the 
brethren  of  the  Order.  Prior  Buckwitschka 
fled  to  Vienna,  and  immediately  obtained  the 
situation  of  head-physician  from  Vitus  Hres- 
chich,  who  was  Provincial  there,  and  which 
appointment  he  holds  to  the  present  day. 

IV, 

In  the  middle  of  the  year  1849,  Amantiui 
Nekanowitsch  was  appointed  Prior  of  the 
Monastery  of  Scalitz,  in  Hungary,  and  in  the 
following  year,  the  house-porter,  John  Kut- 
schera,  found  in  the  sewer  of  the  convent,  the 
bodies  of  two  infants,  to  whom  a  Lutheran 
maid-servant  had  given  birth,  during  the 
night,  in  the  kitchen.  In  the  course  of  1850, 
the  cook  of  Prior  Amantius  was  found  to  be 
enceinte.  He  had  to  pay  her  600  florins  for 
this  affair.  Where  otherwise  could  he  have 
obtained  the  money  but  from  the  funds  of  the 
sick  poor?  In  the  year  185,1,  another  cook, 
of  good  health  and  strong  constitution,  came 
into  the  monastery.  Her  name  was  Fran- 
cisca  Kossler,  of  Turnau,  in  Hungary.  The 
Prior  was  found  sitting  daily  in  the  kitchen 
with  this  female.  In  1852,  scarcely  a  week 
passed  but  she  was  seized  with  deadly  sick- 
ness, while  Amantius  Xekanowitsch  alone  at- 
tended her.  When  Amantius  resigned  his 
priorate,  in  1853,  the  cook  took  her  departure 
with  him  from  the  establishment.  When  she 
first  came  into  the  house,  a  bundle  contained 
her  whole  wearing  apparel,  which  she  carried 
under  her  arm,  but  v.'^hen  she  went  avray  with 
the  Prior,  it  required  two  man-servants  to  re- 
move her  two  chests,  which  they  found  to  be 
so  heavj^  that  they  could  scarcely  carry  them, 
so  that  they  wondered  much  what  the  chests 
could  contain. 

According  to  the  deposition  of  Father  Caius 
Matuschka,  there  were  two  hundred  weight 
of  suet  brought  annually  by  the  country  peo- 
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pie  into  the  monasterj,  for  burning  in  the 
lamps  of  the  church.  The  cook  laid  claim  to 
this,  and  it  was  delivered  into  the  kitchen  by 
Father  Matuschka  ;  but  during  the  whole 
year,  (not  excepting  the  seven- weekly  festi- 
vals,) there  was  nothing  but  swines'  lard  made 
use  of  The  suet  was  sent  to  the  cook's 
sister,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  said 
Father  Matuschka ;  and  I  myself  have  seen 
the  suet  dripping  down  from  the  wagon 
which  carried  it  away.  Amantius  Nekano- 
witsch  had  two  or  three  chests,  and  various 
other  packages  with  him  when  he  left  the 
monastery,  and  was  besides  a  young  brother 
of  the  Order,  who  had  completed  his  medical 
studies  in  1 847.  The  sick  poor  in  the  Monas- 
tery of  Scalitz  were  treated  in  the  worst  possi- 
ble manner  by  him,  particularly  as  it  respected 
their  meat  and  drink.  They  were  only  al- 
lowed meat-soup  three  times  in  the  week, 
while  they  had  the  smallest  portion  of  other 
food,  such  as  lentOs,  beans,  and  bruised  barley, 
doled  out  to  them  the  remainder  of  the  week. 
The  attendance  on  the  sick  was  very  bad.  A 
peasant  youth  was  hired  for  this  purpose,  who 
passed  the  most  part  of  the  day  in  the  cow- 
house, or  in  ditching  and  goose-tending.  The 
brethren  of  the  monastery  at  length  examined 
into  these  proceedings,  and  straightway  came 
to  the  conclusion,  that  they  ought  to  be 
banished  from  the  house.  If  the  inspector  of 
the  hospital  wrote  an  order  for  food  or  bread 
for  the  sick,  the  Prior  Amantius  Nekanowitsch 
would  refuse  to  allow  it  to  be  supplied,  saying, 
that  the  inspector  must  first  send  in  victuals 
before  the  poor  could  have  them.  He  would 
then  go  to  the  diet-board,  and  blot  out  what 
the  inspector  had  prescribed.  Some  brethren 
of  the  Order,  deeply  feeling  for  the  poor  sick 
patients,  would  then  collect  money  to  pur-^ 
chase  bread  or  rolls  for  them,  to  supply  their 
immediate  wants.  The  city  physician,  and 
hospital  visitor,  R.  G-.,  often  declared  that  the 
sick  poor  were  miserably  treated ;  but  the 
prior  Amantius  Nekanowitsch,  with  those 
who  adhered  to  him,  never  troubled  them- 
selves about  it.  There  were  thirty  eimers*  of 
wine  also  stored  up  in  the  convent-cellars,  for 
the  use  of  the  sick  poor,  but  they  never  ob- 
tained a  drop  of  it,  all  the  year  through.  In 
the  refectory  and  apothecary's  room,  however, 
the  wine  was  fearfully  drunk  and  wasted, 
while  they  were  engaged  in  strictly  forbidden 

*  Au  eimer  is  e<iual  to  about  fifty  gallons.— Time*. 


games,  or  when  the  Prior  entertained  certain 
civilians  of  his  acquaintance,  at  his  costly  ban- 
quets. 

There  were  often  women  also  brought  into 
the  convent,  who  staid  whole  days  there, 
and  slept  at  night  in  the  chambers  of  the 
monastery.  Even  Jewesses  often  frequented 
the  cells,  while  the  sick  poor  had  to  suffer 
want  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  I  have  often 
informed  the  authorities  at  Vienna,  of  the 
doings  in  the  Monastery  of  Scahtz,  but  no 
notice  was  ever  taken  of  the  exposures  I 
made.  Socii  qui  ejusdem  religionis  puellis  uti 
nolebant,  cum  pueris  decern  vel  viginti  annos 
natis,  turpissime  abutebantur.  In  his  fuerunt 
Fratres  Clemens,  Branieza,  Patiens,  Lucatz, 
David  Steidl,  et  Eberhard  Kreutzhuber. 
V. 

In  the  Scalitz  Monastery,  Brother  Anisi,  at 
that  time  Senior  Apothecary,  committed  adul- 
tery with  a  tailor's  wife,  of  the  name  of  Slama, 
whose  husband  had  gone  to  Paris,  several 
months  before,  in  order  to  acquire  further  in- 
sight into  his  profession.  This  man  came 
back  to  Scalitz,  after  fourteen  months'  ab- 
sence, and  found  his  wife,  who  had  been  sup- 
ported by  Brother  Anisi,  the  whole  time,  by 
money  abstracted  from  the  property  of  the 
poor,  near  her  confinement.  The  tailor  Slama 
separated  himself  from  his  wife  for  ever ;  and 
Brother  Anisi  was  so  far  punished,  as  to  be 
degraded,  for  three  months,  to  fill  the  office  of 
assistant-apothecary.  But  after  that  time  he 
was  reappointed  to  his  former  office,  and  pos- 
sesses it  to  the  present  day. 

At  Scalitz,  there  is  also  a  Monastery  of 
Franciscans,  and  the  same  proceedings  are 
carried  on  there,  as  in  the  Monasteries  of  the 
Brothers  of  Mercy.  Many  of  the  Franciscan 
Fathers  remain  till  midnight  in  the  company 
of  then-  mistresses :  namely,  in  the  Platz  street, 
at  the  house  of  a  tailor,  named  Klasek,  fre- 
quented by  loose  girls,  with  whom  these 
fathers  associate  to  the  latest  hour,  and  are 
turned  out  of  doors  by  drunken  mechanics. 

VI. 

There  is  a  so-called  Priests'  House  belong- 
ing to  the  Brothers  of  Mercy  at  Prague,  (a  kind 
of  lunatic  asylum  for  priests,)  where  Brother 
Paschalis  von  Hochberg,  the  Inspector,  treated 
the  sick  patients  in  a  very  unchristian  manner, 
Substraxit  enim  partem  cibi  diurni,  ut  daret 
homini,  cum  quo  facinus  nefandum  commit- 
tere  solebat.    Is  ipse  Prior,  in  quosdam  ordi- 
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nis  fraterculos,  qui  hodie  etiam  in  vita  sunt, 
turpitudinem  operare  tentavit.  Sajpe  etiam 
duas  foeminas  noctem  totam  in  cubiculis  hos- 
pitii  sacerdotum  abdebat,  ut  gestibus  earum 
immodestis  et  corporibus  prorsus  nudatis 
oculos  pasceret  ;  ipse  autera  libidinoste  usui 
masculorum  omnino  deditus  est. 

This  same  Paschalis  von  Hocliberg  was 
sent,  in  the  year  1835,  as  Prior  to  Yisowitz, 
where  he  carried  on  the  same  shameful  pro- 
ceedings. From  thence  he  was  removed  as 
Prior  to  Lettowiz,  where  he  debauched  Bro- 
ther R.  C  J.    He  also  raised  from  the 

convent-tomb  a  tin  coffin,  which  contained 
the  earthly  remains  of  the  founder  of  the 
monastery:  the  coffin  he  sold  at  Bruun,  in 
Moravia,  and  had  another  made  of  old  boards, 
rudely  naOed  together,  for  the  corpse,  and 
then  threw  it  into  the  tomb,  accompanied 
with  a  profane  exclamation.  Paschal  was 
superseded,  and  was  installed  as  Prior  in  the 
so-called  convalescent-house  at  Presburg. 
Stuprum  ejusdem  generis  cum  fraterculo  ordl- 
nis  sancti  Francisci  hoc  loco  fecit,  and  had  to 
pay  a  penalty  of  many  hundred  florins  for  the 
crime.  Yitus  Hreschich,  at  that  time  the 
reverend  Provincial  of  the  Convent  at  Vienna, 
told  me  this  among  other  scandals,  while  I 
visited  him  in  his  own  room,  ha  the  year  1843, 
as  I  was  transferred  from  Luiz  to  be  with  the 
said  Paschal  von  Hochberg. 

In  the  year  1844  and  1845  the  Prior  Pascal 
von  Hochberg,  being  confederate  with  Julius 
Dotter,  at  that  time  Convent  Proctor  of  the 
Convent  at  Linz,  caused  several  receipts  to  be 
drawn  out  by  different  hands,  which  had  to 
be  inspected  by  the  Imperial  authorities. 
These  receipts  were  for  certain  articles  said  to 
have  been  purchased,  such  as  hnen,  bedding, 
and  other  materials  for  the  hospital :  but 
nothing  of  the  kind  was  ever  bought,  as  re- 
presented. I  myself  wrote  a  few  of  these 
receipts  with  my  own  hand,  without  being 
aware  of  the  fraud.  When  I  afterwards 
understood  the  matter,  I  protested  against  it, 
and  endeavored  to  show  that  the  money  was 
squandered  for  nothing  ;  but  I  only  drew 
down  the  bitterest  enmity  on  myself.  The 
Convent  Proctor,  Julius  Dotter,  spent  twenty 
or  twenty-five  silver  florins  in  his  afternoon 
drinkings  with  the  government  ofBcials,  who, 
by  way  of  thanks  for  their  entertainment, 
passed  the  false  receipts  without  further  ex- 
amination. 

In  the  year  1845,  the  Senior  Physician,  Bro- 
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ther  Philibert  Janeczek,  committed  adultery 
with  the  wife  of  a  shoemaker,  who  was  also  a 
midwife.  The  husband  of  the  dishonored 
wife  brought  an  action  against  the  seducer  be- 
fore the  ecclesiastical  authorities,  and  by  them 
he  was  sentenced  to  correction  for  several 
weeks,  and  to  be  removed  from  liis  office  for 
several  years.  The  Provmcial  Yitus  Hres- 
chich, having,  however,  come  shortly  after  to 
Linz,  with  two  Definitoren*  of  the  Order,  so 
managed  to  hush  up  the  transaction,  that  Phi- 
hbert  Janeczek  remamed  at  his  post  as  Senior 
Physician,  and  the  adultery  was  atoned  for  by 
the  payment  of  a  few  thousand  florins. 

Prior  Paschal  von  Hochberg  puerum  ali- 
quem,  quo  satieret  hbidinem  detestabilem,  in 
monasterio  semper  habebat ;  et  seepe  cum  eo 
seipsum  in  cubiculo  nudavit.  But  on  account 
of  his  evil  deeds  becoming  notorious,  Prior 
Paschal  von  Hochberg  was  translated  Jfrom 
Linz  to  Neustadt  in  Bohemia,  and  it  was 
soon  discovered  that  the  cash-box  of  the  con- 
vent he  had  left,  although  secured  by  a  triple 
lock,  was  deficient  of  several  hundred  florins. 
As  Prior  at  Neustadt,  Paschal  von  Hochberg 
managed  the  household  no  better,  besides  hv- 
ing  in  great  enmity  with  the  higher  clergy  and 
the  officials  of  the  city.  By  such  and  many 
other  criminal  intrigues,  license  was  at  length 
given  him  to  dwell  by  himself,  beyond  the 
precincts  of  conventual  rules,  and  thus  he  re- 
mains to  the  present  time.  I  will  relate  here- 
after, how  a  criminal  charge  preferred  against 
him  was  suppressed. 

vn. 

After  the  retirement  of  Paschal  von  Hoch- 
berg, Sabinian  Hunek  was  installed  as  Prior 
of  the  Monastery  of  Linz.  He  had  been  re^ 
moved  from  the  Neustadt  convent  in  Bohemia, 
to  which  Paschal  was  translated.  This  Sabi- 
nian Hunek  held  the  Priorate  of  Linz  from 
1845  until  1853,  and  there  committed  incest 
with  his  own  niece.  Previous  to  the  troubles 
of  the  Hungarian  revolution  he  had  purchased 
a  small  property  for  his  niece  at  Konigsberg, 
near  Shemniz :  he  then  married  her  to  a  Hun- 
garian, for  the  sole  purpose  of  being  able  to 
visit  her  privately  in  future  years.  He  actu- 
ally assigned  his  Priorate  of  Linz,  in  the  year 
1853,  to  Juhus  Dotter,  the  Convent  Sohcitor 
in  that  town.  This  man  consumed  four  or 
five  quarts  of  wine  daily,  and  kept  a  sumptu- 
ous table  both  in  eating  and  drmking ;  but  he 


*  D  Jiniioren  —a  kind  of  Inspector.— 7Van«. 


BORZINSKY'S  PETITION  TO  THE  POPE. 


I 


8 

mostlj  invited  strangers  to  his  board,  ■who  had 
the  means  of  paying  him  back  in  kind  offices 
for  these  costly  feasts.  This  same  JuHus 
Dotter  had  been  Yice-Proctor  in  the  Vienna 
Monastery,  and  one  night  disappeared  from  it 
altogether;  he  was  found  some  time  after- 
wards in  the  Monastery  of  Ofen,  ia  Hungary. 
"WTiat  had  occurred  to  require  this  sudden 
flight? 

vnx. 

In  the  Monastery  of  Ofen,  there  was  a  bro- 
ther of  the  Order,  named  Symphorian,  who 
had  been  many  years  collector  during  the 
Priorate  of  Eaphael  Thuma ;  he  managed  to 
abstract  from  the  convent  property  40,000 
florins,  which  he  pretended  to  keep  in  his 
chamber  for  the  purpose  of  buUding  a  church. 
Instead  of  this  he  had  a  iarge  cellar  construct- 
ed ;  and  where  now  is  the  rest  of  the  money 
to  be  found? 

IX 

On  the  resignation  of  a  Prior  of  the  Monas- 
tery of  Prossniz,  in  Moravia,  in  the  year  1830, 
16,000  florins  were  found  in  the  treasure-chest 
of  the  monastery.  But  the  succeeding  Prior 
spent  the  whole  money  in  six  years,  and  at 
his  death  the  establishment  was  found  to  be 
in  debt.  It  was  known  that  the  deceased 
Prior  had  maintained  a  whole  family  during 
lus  incumbency  in  the  convent. 

X, 

In  the  Monastery  at  Kukus,  Prior  Antony 
Fiedler  had  a  house  built  for  his  female  ac- 
quaintance, Wohj  which  cost  him  18,000 
florins. 

XI. 

In  the  town  of  Nachod,  near  Kukus,  in  Bo- 
hemia, a  brother  named  Plexus  EUlar  pur- 
chased an  estate  for  22,000  florms,  for  some 
acquaintance  or  friend. 

xn.. 

At  Presburgh,  in  Hungary,  the  Prior,  Leon- 
hard  Salava^  bought  a  store-vault,  with  aU 
the  goods,  for  25,000  florins. 

xm. 

At  Scahtz,  in  Hungary,  Brother  Avitus  Sar- 
tori  laid  out  10,000  florins  in  fields  and  vine- 
yards. 

XIV. 

At  Gratz,  in  Stiermark,  a  house  was  pur- 
chased in  Andrew  street  for  18,000  florins,  for 
a  female  acquaintance,  beside  two  houses  and 
vineyards  in  the  chapelry,  near  Rackersburg, 
a  the  same  province.     One  of  these  lots, 
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consistmg  of  a  house  and  vineyard,  was  truly 
for  the  aforesaid  woman,  and  the  other  house 
and  vineyard  for  the  Convent  of  Mercy ;  this 
was  arranged  that  private  visits  might  be  paid, 
with  greater  convenience,  during  the  summer 
months.  The  purchaser  of  these  vineyards, 
and  houses  upon  them,  was  the  Prior  of  the 
Convent  of  the  Brothers  of  Mercy,  at  Gratz, 
namely,  Magnobonus  Grunes. 

XV. 

The  Prior  Stanislaus  Lobmiiller  boarded  and 
lodged  two  females,  with  their  whole  families, 
in  the  Convent  of  Gratz,  for  thirteen  years : 
he  supphed  them  with  aU  the  necessaries  of 
life  during  the  whole  time ;  to  which  purpose 
the  sum  of  1200  florins  annually  was  not  suf- 
ficient for  the  expenditure,  because  these 
women  spent  the  money  very  freely. 

XVI. 

The  Senior  Apothecary,  Brother  Hermes 
Hrebitscheck,  also  supported  a  mistress  in  the 
Monastery  of  Gratz,  with  her  whole  family. 
This  woman  was  the  daughter  of  an  over- 
looker on  the  Jacomie  Estate,  and  she  cost 
Brother  Hermes  100  florins  a  month.  The 
said  brother  went  to  Erlau,  in  Hungary,  as 
prior,  but  he  conveyed  his  mistress  and  her 
children  along  with  him.  He,  however,  had 
besides  another  female  in  his  keeping,  and  she 
of  Gratz  had  to  leave  him  for  several  months, 
by  an  order  from  his  ecclesiastical  superior. 
He  was  afterwards  appointed  Prior  and  Defi- 
nitor  at  Presburg,  and  he  maintained  this 
woman  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  he  was 
there ;  but  he  had  to  deposit  600  florins  for 
his  two  boys  in  Gratz, 

XVII. 

In  the  Monastery  at  Feldsberg,  in  Austria, 
Prior  Joachim  Raimaun  maintained  the  wife 
of  a  rope-maker,  who  lived  opposite  the  con- 
vent, with  her  whole  family.  "When  the  rope- 
maker  was  bantered  about  it,  while  in  com- 
pany with  bis  feUow-citizens,  he  used  to  say ; 
"If  I  receive  my  daily  silver  florin,  the  Prior 
may  do  what  he  pleases  with  my  wife ;  ground 
and  field  are  still  mine."  The  Prior  often 
staid  with  the  woman  till  twelve  o'clock  at 
night.  Tet  that  was  not  enough,  for  he  car- 
ried on  his  intrigues  with  two  peasants'  wives, 
whose  husbands,  however,  did  not  regard  his 
conduct  so  cahnly ;  for  one  of  them  caught  the 
Prior  and  threw  him  into  a  dunghole,  while 
the  other  husband,  finding  him  in  his  chamber, 
horsewhipped  him  out  of  the  house. 
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XYIII. 

The  Steward  (or  Housekeeper)  of  the  Bro- 
thers of  Mercy,  Christian  Martel,  of  the  Mon- 
astery of  Peldsberg,  mamtained  a  whole 
family. 

XLS. 

The  Chief  Apothecary  there,  Brother  Jordan 
Brodecky,  must  also  maintain  a  family,  to- 
wards the  support  of  which  600  florins  annu- 
ally were  not  enough. 

XX. 

The  Prior  Blasius  Grossinger  came  in  the 
year  1835  as  Prior  to  Gratz,  and  remained  un- 
til 1838.  He  found  sixty-one  silver  florins  in 
the  convent-chest,  and  all  manner  of  victuals  ; 
such  as  millet,  lentils,  pease,  corn,  dried  fruits, 
bacon,  lard,  and  other  matters  laid  up  m  store, 
sufficient  for  a  year  or  two.  The  members  of 
the  convent,  as  well  as  the  sick,  had  but  re- 
stricted fare  under  his  administration,  but  most 
of  the  brethren  contented  themselves  with 
what  they  got,  under  the  expectation  that  the 
Prior  would  leave  all  his  wealth  to  the  con- 
vent. But  when  Prior  Blasius  Grossinger 
was  removed  from  Gratz  to  Prague,  there  was 
no  more  than  sixty-three  florins  found  in  the 
convent-chest,  and  the  store-chamber  was  so 
empty  of  all  manner  of  food  that,  after  the  first 
month,  the  convent  was  thirteen  florins  in  debt, 
^  for  procuring  only  daily  bread  for  the  members 

of  the  Order,  and  for  the  sick.  Six  months  be- 
fore his  departure  from  Gratz,  this  same  prior 
ordered  several  eimer  of  the  best  wine  to  be 
brought  up  out  of  the  convent-ceUar,  and  to 
be  sent  to  Prague,  to  Magnobonus  Grunes, 
because  he  already  knew  that  the  said  Prior 
would  soon  become  Provincial  of  the  Order. 
Thus  has  it  been  through  aU  the  succession  of 
priors,  and,  till  now,  no  individual  belonging 
to  the  order  has  dared  to  Uft  his  voice  against 
such  proceedings,  lest  he  should  be  persecuted 
within  a  hah's-breadth  of  his  life. 

XXI. 

The  Prior  referred  to,  namely,  l^fagnobonus 
Grunes,  has  very  often  given  dinners,  beyond 
the  walls  of  the  convent,  in  the  Luckawetzish 
Garden,  in  Prague,  every  one  of  such  banquets 
costing  nearly  300  florins.  Besides  which,  he 
also  made  presents  of  gold  and  silver  to  the 
ladies  of  Luckawetz  to  the  amount  of  500 
florins.  The  same  Magnobonus,  together  with 
Father  Regulus  Wagner,  being  in  Hoppen- 
stock's  tavern  in  the  Cattle-market,  were 
[obliged  to  be]  tumbled  out  of  the  house.  It 


was  generally  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  be- 
fore the  Prior  Magnobonus  ever  reached  home 
to  retu-e  to  rest  He  kept  the  same  bad  hours 
when  he  was  Prior  of  Gratz.  Magnobonus 
Grunes  visited  two  watering-places  every  year, 
namely,  Ischl  and  Gastein,  where  he  often 
gave  two  or  three  banquets,  each  of  which 
cost  him  YOO  or  800  florins  of  the  Vienna 
mint.  He  had  females  to  accompany  him  on 
every  occasion  when  he  travelled  to  these 
bathing-places,  and  took  them  with  him  also 
on  many  costly  journeys.  I  had  to  endure 
many  reproaches  from  the  gentry  and  clergy 
of  Austria^  when  I  was  going  about  collecting 
alms  for  our  monastery,  inasmuch  as  they — 
many  of  them  rich  landed-proprietors — could 
not  themselves  afibrd  to  do  that  which  was 
done  by  the  Prior  Magnobonus,  the  steward 
of  the  property  of  the  sick  poor.  To  accomp- 
lish this,  however.  Prior  Magnobonus  Grunes, 
in  his  various  bargains,  very  often  charged  in 
the  books  600  florins  more  than  he  actually 
expended.  In  this  way  the  property  of  the 
sick  poor  has  been  devoured  by  most  of  the 
priors  of  the  Order. 

xxn. 

The  Prior  Blasius  Grossinger,  who  held  that 
office  in  Prague  from  1838  to  1854,  often  or- 
dered such  magnificent  banquets,  that  the 
mere  confectionery  of  one  dmner  has  cost 
eighty  florins ;  whereas  fourteen  florins  of  the 
Vienna  standard  must  be  considered  enough 
to  feed  the  150  sick  in  the  hospital  for  a  whole 
day.  Naturally  enough  they  could  only  ob- 
tain the  smallest  and  least  nourishing  food  for 
such  a  price  as  that.  In  these  unseemly  din- 
ner-parties, a  single  dish  of  some  luxury  has 
often  cost  forty  florins  Vienna  mint,  the  abun- 
dance of  dear  foreign  wine  not  taken  into  the 
account.  There  were  often  from  ten  to  twenty 
guests  invited,  who  were  mostly  officials,  or 
doctors,  who,  on  account  of  such  feasts,  would 
take  no  notice  of  the  most  indecent  conduct. 
These  dinners  took  place  every  Thursday 
through  the  whole  year :  in  the  carnival  time, 
every  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  as  well  also  on 
other  various  yearly  festivals. 

The  Prior  Blasius  Grossinger,  by  careful  and 
well-regulated  housekeeping,  might  have  laid 
by  at  least  40,000  florins  during  his  flfteen 
years'  stewardship  of  the  Convent  of  Prague. 
Often  have  some  right-thinking  brethren  gone 
to  him,  to  entreat  him  to  moderate  his  un- 
necessary and  costly  banquets.    They  begged 
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of  him,  in  such  visits,  rather  to  increase  the 
comforts  of  the  sick  in  the  hospital.  But  they 
received  for  answer:  "I  am  master  here,  and 
can  do  as  I  please."  He  would  then  dismiss 
fchem  with  the  rude  command:  "Hold  your 
tongues ;  take  yourselves  about  your  business ; 
be  off!"  This  was  the  common  result  of  any 
attempt  to  stay  the  Prior's  extravagance ;  be- 
sides which,  these  brethren  of  the  order  were 
afterwards  exposed  to  continual  persecution. 
The  Prior  Blasius  drank  so  much  brandy  and 
rum  clandestinely  in  his  cell,  that  he  twice 
fell  dangerously  iU.  In  this  last  year  he  has 
used  two  costly  baths,  each  of  which  he  took 
for  a  period  of  twelve  weeks ;  and  much  pre- 
cious money,  taken  from  the  property  of  the 
sick  poor,  must  have  been  consumed. 

XXIII.  ■ 

Various  adventures  happen  to  us  in  the 
monasteries.  I  will  mention  here,  for  brevity's 
sake,  only  one,  of  the  existing  Prior  Chryso- 
gonous  Pisch,  who  for  many  years  was  Prior 
of  the  Monastery  at  Vienna.  He  was  trans- 
lated from  Vienna  to  Eisenstadt,  in  Hungary, 
in  the  year  1832.  After  a  year  of  his  stew- 
ardship in  that  place,  he  made  a  journey  for  a 
short  time,  and  returned  again  to  his  home. 
Scarcely,  however,  had  he  entered  the  house, 
when  he  raised  an  alarm,  that  the  treasure- 
chest  of  the  monastery  had  been  robbed  during 
his  absence,  and  on  reckoning  the  money  truly, 
25,000  florms,  besides  various  gold  and  sQver 
articles  of  value,  were  missing.  The  theft  was 
published  several  times  in  the  newspapers,  but 
without  any  result.  After  a  short  time,  the 
same  person  resigned  his  priorate,  and  went 
to  reside  in  privacy  at  Teschen.  "While  dwell- 
ing at  Teschen,  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  a  mercantile  company,  and  occasionally 
went  to  Vienna  on  business.  A  circumstance 
of  the  same  kind  occurred  before  with  a  pro- 
vincial proctor,  under  the  administration  of 
Provincial  Paschal  Fiala. 

XXIV. 

Many  very  immoral  practices  contmually 
take  place  m  the  midst  of  us,  which,  had  the 
matter  been  left  in  the  hands  of  the  civil 
authorities,  would  have  been  punished  with 
several  years'  imprisonment  in  the  house  of 
correction.  Besides  those  ah-eady  exposed,  I 
wiU  relate  the  following:  There  was  a  Brother 
of  the  Order  in  the  rural  convent  of  Gratz,  who 
attempted  to  violate  a  baroness,  having  forced 
his  way  into  her  bath  while  she  was  bathing, 


at  Rackersburg,  in  Styria.  He  was,  however, 
seized  in  the  act,  and  cast  into  prison  by  the 
magistrate  of  the  place,  until  Prior  Blasius 
Grossinger  came  and  took  him  away.  He 
was  given  up  only  on  the  condition  that  he 
should  be  immediately  removed  from  the  Con- 
vent of  Gratz.  He  was  not,  however,  removed, 
but  in  a  year  afterwards  was  called  to  the 
study  of  theology,  and  is  at  the  present  time 
priest  in  a  monastery  of  the  Brothers  of  Mercy 
in  Hungary. 

XXV. 

Eudoxius  Sztreltsowits,  Priest  of  the  Bro- 
thers of  Mercy  in  the  Monastery  at  Peldsberg, 
violated  a  girl  who  was  a  reaper,  in  the  open 
field.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  removed,  but 
this  was  entirely  set  aside,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  then  Prior  Joachun,  and  the 
Provincial  Vitus  Hreschich. 

XXVI. 

Many  immoral  transactions  took  place  in 
the  Vienna  Convent  in  the  year  1842.  To 
mention  one  case :  Every  night,  several  bro- 
thers of  the  Order — and  I  mention  the  names 
of  Cassian  R.  Sabinus  Swoboda,  A.  F,,  and 
Alfonsus  Ohiknecht  —  were  in  the  habit  of 
climbing  over  the  convent-wall,  in  order  to 
commit  their  deeds  of  shame  in  the  city. 
They  generally  went  to  a  house  of  ill-repute 
in  the  Leopoldstadt,  where  they  engaged  in 
all  manner  of  wickedness.  The  senior  phy- 
sician, Brother  Auremundus  Jahn,  openly  pro- 
tested against  such  shameful  proceedings,  but 
Odilo  Rayth  of  Baumgarten,  as  openly  defend- 
ed the  individuals.  A  short  time  afterwards, 
several  anonymous  letters  were  received  in 
the  convent,  addressed  to  the  Provincial  of  the 
Order,  Magnobonus  Grunes.  These  letters 
contained  a  threat,  that  if  Brother  Auremundus 
Jahn  was  not  sent  away,  the  convent  would  be 
burned  to  the  ground  in  fourteen  days.  After 
a  lengthened  inquiry,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  letters  were  composed  by  Brother  Sabinus 
Swoboda^  and  the  other  night-reveUers,  and 
written  by  one  of  thefr  mistresses.  These 
brethren,  in  consequence  of  the  inquiry,  had 
written  a  letter  to  the  woman,  entreating  her 
that  if  she  were  questioned  on  the  subject,  to 
deny  all,  even  should  she  be  put  upon  her 
oath.  The  same  letter  came  into  the  hands 
of  a  commissary  of  pohce,  who  brought  it  to 
the  house,  with  the  information  that  it  was  a 
criminal  offense,  and  must  be  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  law.    The  Provincial,  Magnobonus 
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Granes,  however,  persuaded  the  commissary 
to  let  the  matter  rest,  and  leave  to  him  the 
punishment  of  the  individuals.  It  was  then 
that  Odilo  Rayth,  of  Baumgarten,  the  Proctor 
of  the  Province,  aided  by  the  Provincial  him- 
self, hushed  up  the  whole  affair,  and  the  breth- 
ren alluded  to  were  allowed  to  escape  punish- 
ment, by  being  transferred  to  another  convent. 
As  soon  as  Odilo  Rayth  was  chosen  Provin- 
cial of  the  Order  in  1853,  two  of  the  writers 
of  the  iniquitous  letter,  namely.  Brother  S.  S., 
and  Brother  A.  F.,  were  installed  as  Priors. 

xxvir. 

In  puerum  in  Monasterio  Yiennensi ;  anno 
irocccLi.,  commissum  est  flagituim  fasdum, 
quod  ei  injuriam  per  vitae  cursum  fecit.  It  was 
when  Vitus  Hreschich  was  Provincial  of  the 
Order.  The  crime  was  compromised  by  the 
payment  of  4000  florins,  while  the  evil-doer, 
Archelaus  Seitzer,  was  merely  sent  to  another 
convent ;  where  in  a  few  months,  he  was  ap- 
pointed steward  and  master  of  the  cellar. 
But  where  did  Brother  Archelaus  Seitzer  ob- 
tain all  this  money  ?  He  entered  the  Order 
in  1843,  was  the  son  of  poor  parents,  and 
without  any  property  himself,  and  was  ap- 
pointed collector  of  alms  in  the  city  of  Vienna 
in  the  year  1846.  The  money,  of  course, 
came  out  of  the  stolen  property  of  the  poor. 
Such  individuals  had  only  to  present  several 
hundred  florins  a  year  to  the  Provincial,  for 
their  sinful  indulgences,  and  they  were  freed 
from  all  fear  of  punishment.  In  this  way, 
also,  most  of  the  offices  of  the  convent  were 
sold. 

xxvni. 

In  the  monastery  of  Prague,  various  cir- 
cumstances of  the  same  kind  occurred  during 
the  priorate  of  Blasius  Grossinger.  Such  for 
instance,  when  an  accusation  was  brought 
against  the  sexton.  Brother  H.  S.,  for  having 
admitted  through  the  convent-chapel,  at  night, 
a  female  with  whom  Sergius  Boehm,  at  that 
time  Convent-Proctor,  had  acquaintance. 
Shortly  after,  the  chapel  was  robbed ;  and, 
among  other  articles,  a  silver  cup  belonging  to 
Father  Protasius  was  stolen  from  the  vestry. 
In  the  year  1849,  a  citizen  brought  information 
to  the  convent,  and  laid  it  before  the  sub-prior. 
Floras  Killar,  that  he  had  seen  a  female  enter 
the  chapel,  almost  every  night  about  twelve 
o'clock,  and  shut  the  door  behind  her ;  and 
also  that  he  had  informed  the  sexton  of  the 
affair ;  and  what  did  the  knowledge  of  this 


scandal  lead  to  ?  Just  nothing.  In  Monas- 
terio Pragensi,  eodem  anno  mdcccxlix..  Pra- 
ter Bertinus  Kastner  foeminam  in  cellam  re- 
cepit,  et  lasciviai  causa,  libidine  satiata,  piles 
pudendorum  erasit.  This  affair,  as  well  as  those 
I  have  exposed,  together  with  many  other 
shameful  proceedings,  was  generally  known  ; 
but  the  same  brother,  notwithstanding  all 
this,  was  retained  in  his  offices  of  master  of 
the  cellar  and  steward  I  He  was  accused  be- 
fore Prior  Blasius  Grossinger,  both  by  civilians 
and  members  of  the  convent,  but  the  prior 
answered  the  charges  by  saying;  "That  is 
nothing  to  me ;  go  and  arrange  the  matter 
with  him  alone."  It  was  afterwards  reported, 
that  the  gross  immorality  in  the  conduct  of 
Bertinus  Kastner  was  hushed  up  by  the  pay- 
ment of  1000  florins.  Although  Brother 
Bertinus  Kastner  was  guilty  of  many  immoral 
actions,  during  the  thirty  years  he  remained 
steward  and  master  of  the  cellar,  the  various 
priors  threw  a  mantle  over  them  all,  and  he 
was  never  subjected  to  conventual  punish- 
ment. He  had,  however,  to  maintain  several 
other  females,  be^des  the  one  alluded  to,  who 
became  the  victims  of  his  immoral  conduct. 

XXIX. 

In  the  Monastery  of  Temeswar,  in  Banat, 
Hungary,  belonging  to  the  Brothers  of  Mercy, 
there  was,  several  years  ago,  a  public  dispen- 
sary, established  by  Thomas  Richter,  at  that 
time,  prior;  and  which  was  stated  to  have 
cost  15,000  florins.  Competent  judges,  how- 
ever, affirmed  that  the  dispensary  in  question 
could  not  be  worth  so  much  money,  although, 
instead  of  medical  herbs,  the  shop-drawers 
were  filled  with  silver  pennies.  At  the  same 
time,  the  prior,  Thomas  Richter,  kept  the  sick- 
room close  shut  during  the  whole  year,  and 
would  not  admit  any  sick  people  within  its 
walls ;  but  he  had  it  furnished  with  beds  for 
the  nightly  visits  of  women,  to  whom  various 
country  clergymen  came,  and  staid  the  night 
with  them.  The  steward  of  the  monastery, 
Brother  Dionysius  Gestal,  took  care  that  every 
convenience  was  provided  for  this  convent- 
brothel  :  for  which  accommodation  the  coun- 
try clergymen  sent  by  means  of  a  wagon, 
various  farm  productions  to  the  monastery,  a 
half  of  which  was  for  the  women,  and  the 
other  half  to  be  divided  between  Brother  Dio- 
nysius Grestiil  and  Prior  Thomas  Richter. 

While  these  clergymen  often  staid  several 
days  with  us,  and  were  incapable  of  separat- 
ing themselves  from  their  mistresses,  it  hap- 
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pened,  of  course,  that  the  public  worship  of 
God  was  neglected  in  their  parishes,  and  com- 
plaints were  laid  against  them  before  his  lord- 
ship the  Bishop.  In  consequence  of  this, 
prior  Thomas  Richter  was  translated  to  the 
large  raon aster j  at  Presburg,  while  the  clergy- 
men alluded  to  were  strongly  interdicted  from 
visiting  the  Convent  of  the  Brothers  of  Mercy, 
at  Temeswar,  either  by  day  or  by  night,  for 
several  years.  This  I  learned  from  some  of 
our  convent  brethren,  as  well  as  from  several 
clergymen,  deacons,  and  canons,  acquainted 
with  the  affair. 

XXX. 

In  the  Temeswar  monastery,  there  was  a 
brother  of  the  Order,  who  gave  himself  prin- 
cipally to  the  study  of  procuring  abortions ; 
and  in  this  way  he  rendered  great  service,  es- 
pecially to  the  higher  clergy.  But  this  indi- 
vidual led  a  very  profligate  life  himself,  and 
various  charges  against  him  were  laid  before 
the  provincial,  concerning  his  misdeeds.  The 
same  person,  whose  name  was  Respitz,  three 
times  refused  obedience  to  mandates,  by  which 
he  was  to  be  removed  from  the  convent :  but 
he  would  not  leave  his  popt,  for  the  higher 
clergy,  for  whose  sake  he  had  carried  on  his 
detestable  art,  took  him  under  their  protec- 
tion. When,  however,  the  higher  clergy  al- 
luded to  died  off,  this  brother  of  the  Order, 
fearing  his  wicked  practices  might  be  betrayed 
by  some  of  the  many  country  priests  who 
knew  the  circumstances,  put  an  end  to  his  life 
by  shooting  himself  with  a  pistol. 

XXXI. 

Raphael  Thuma  had  for  a  long  time  been 
Senior  Apothecary  of  the  Monastery  of  Prague. 
In  the  year  1850,  he  wished  to  purchase  a 
farm  for  a  female  acquaintance,  for  which 
50,000  florins,  Vienna  mint,  were  demanded 
by  the  proprietor,  who  came  often  to  the  mo- 
nastery on  account  of  the  transaction.  Ra- 
phael Thuma,  offered  40,000  florins  for  the 
property,  and  that  the  money  should  imme- 
diately be  paid.  A  few  days  afterwards,  the 
Senior  Apothecary,  Raphael  Thuma,  was 
taken  seriously  ill,  and  during  the  greatest 
part  of  his  illness  was  attended  by  the  Junior 
Physician,  Zepherinus  TTalenta.  He  died  at 
the  end  of  five  days,  and  his  whole  ready  mo- 
ney accruing  to  the  convent  was  no  more  than 
800  florins!  A  short  time  afterwards,  Zephe- 
rinus Walenta  fled  to  America,  Prior  Blasius 
Grossinger  having  obtained  for  him  a  govern- 
ment passport  to  the  island  of  Heligoland. 


XXXII. 

I  have  known  thirty  cases  of  suicide  and 
unnatural  deaths  during  the  twenty-tliree 
years  I  have  been  connected  with  the  Order. 
Of  these  I  wiU  only  select  a  few.  Prior  Can- 
tianus  Mauroner,  while  he  held  office  at  Brunn, 
imprisoned  a  brother  named  Abundin,  under 
the  pretense  that  he  was  out  of  his  mind ;  and 
he  left  him  without  meat,  drink,  or  attend- 
ance. He  was  found  dead  next  morning  in 
his  prison,  having  destroyed  himself  during 
the  night.  A  brother  named  Andreas,  in  the 
Monastery  of  Lintz,  in  1842,  had  presented 
several  times  a  few  hundred  florins  to  the  Fa- 
ther Provincial,  to  purchase  his  escape  from 
punishment ;  as,  notwithstanding  this,  he  had 
been  repeatedly  threatened  with  imprison- 
ment, and,  as  he  had  no  more  money  to  bribe 
his  enemies,  he  hanged  himself  at  the  time 
Magnobonus  Grunes  was  Provincial  of  the 
Order. 

xxxni. 

In  the  Monastery  of  Prague,  Brother  Gela- 
sius  Schubert  was  ashamed  to  seek  alms  in 
the  city  of  Prague,  because  he  had  taken  a 
degree.  He  was  threatened  with  imprison- 
ment :  but,  to  escape  begging  and  a  jail,  he 
hanged  himself  in  the  year  1835,  Magnobonus 
Grunes  being  at  the  time  Prior  at  Prague.  In  the 
year  1853,  afl;er  the  present  Provincial,  Odilo 
Rayth,  of  Baumgarten,  had  been  only  four 
weeks  in  office.  Brother  Mennas  Schindler 
shot  himself  in  the  Monastery  of  Kukus,  in 
Bohemia,  because  he  also  had  been  threatened 
with  imprisonment.  This  brother  had  been 
head-cook  in  the  Vienna  Convent,  at  the  time 
that  OdOo  Rayth,  of  Baumgarten,  was  SoUci- 
tor  of  the  Province ;  and  it  appears  he  had 
not  been  suflficiently  generous  in  supplying 
the  table  of  Odilo's  chambermaid.  His  threat 
of  imprisoning  Brother  Schindler  was  in  re- 
venge for  an  old  sore.  Thus  the  poorer  bro- 
thers were  punished  with  imprisonment,  while 
those  who  had  money  to  bestow  could  gene- 
rally get  clear  from  all  charges.  Any  poor 
brother  would  much  rather  prefer  being  im- 
prisoned in  the  felon's  jail,  or  in  the  Spiel- 
berg, than  to  be  incarcerated  in  the  convent 
under  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Provincial ; 
as  in  such  cases  one  had  to  suffer  hunger, 
thirst,  and  cold,  while  incarcerated.  And  if 
any  one  there  should  happen  to  be  taken  ill, 
no  one  would  look  after  liim,  although  death 
might  follow,  or  he  might  become  a  cripple 
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for  life.  Such  cases  I  have  witnessed  with 
my  own  eyes.  But,  if  any  fellow-member 
were  to  make  this  the  subject  of  conversation, 
or  appear  oflfended  at  the  ill-usage  of  his 
brethren,  he  would  immediately  be  marked, 
persecuted,  and  sent  to  another  monastery. 
The  Provincial  or  Prior  would  generally  ex- 
claim, in  reference  to  all  complaints  of  this 
kind:  "Ay  the  dog! — let  him  perish  misera- 
bly." A  man  of  the  Order  named  Jubilar, 
who  was  eighty-four  years  old,  was  so  misera- 
bly treated  in  my  time,  that  he  became  blind, 
and  was  otherwise  extremely  ill.  But  should 
I  relate  all,  I  should  scarcely  be  believed,  par- 
ticularly respecting  the  daily  nursing  of  such 
poor  conventual  delinquents.  Many  a  dog 
fares  better. 

XXXIV. 

There  was  generally,  indeed,  an  Ordinary 
in  the  convents,  supposed  to  be  a  just  and 
impartial  observer;  but,  for  a  few  glasses  of 
good  wine,  an  invitation  to  dinner,  or  a  mUd 
drinking-bout,  the  most  disgraceful  deeds  were 
hushed  up  and  concealed.  One  could  not  ob- 
tain a  hearing  either  with  the  civil  or  ecclesi- 
astical authorities,  because  both  parties  were 
invited  to  costly  feasts,  and  if  we  appealed  to 
the  clergy  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  city 
we  fared  no  better. 

XXXV. 

Father  Magnobonus  Griines,  as  Principal  of 
tlie  Order,  generally  sold  its  priorates,  and 
other  valuable  offices  of  the  convent,  to  the 
highest  bidder.  The  Priorate  often  brought 
him  from  one  to  two  thousand  florins,  and 
the  other  offices  from  one  to  three  hundred 
florins.  And  whence  did  this  purchase- 
money  come?  Doubtless  from  the  property 
of  the  sick  poor.  On  one  occasion,  in 
order  to  raise  a  large  sum  of  money,  he  sent 
to  the  Convent  of  "Waitzen,  in  Hungary,  no 
less  than  one  senior  and  four  junior  physi- 
cians; who,  when  they  came  there,  found 
scarcely  any  thing  to  do,  for  there  were  only 
four  beds  for  sick  persons  to  be  found  in 
the  hospital.  Aft^r  a  time,  the  Provmcial, 
who  was  Magnobonus  Griines,  came  on  a  visi- 
tation to  that  convent,  and  when  he  saw  four 
junior  physicians  there,  he  pretended  to  be 
much  astonished.  He  asked  them  what  they 
did  in  that  convent ;  for  he  did  not  choose  to 
remember  that  it  was  by  an  order  from  him- 
self that  they  had  been  sent  there.  On  the 
following  day,  the  four  junior  physicians  were 


packed  off  to  the  four  points  of  the  compass. 
It  is  mournful  to  consider  how  the  affairs  of 
the  Order  of  Mercy  have  been  conducted  to 
the  present  time  I 

  k 

XX  XVI. 

If  any  of  the  priors  or  higher  monastic  offi- 
cers died  during  the  time  Magnobonus  Griines 
was  Provincial,  he  immediately  visited  their 
monastery,  seized  all  the  money  the  deceased 
had  left,  and  retired  from  the  place.  At  the 
death  of  Prior  Yalerius  Marr,  at  Temeswar,  he 
found  thirteen  florins ;  after  that  of  Prior  Gor- 
dion  Jaekel,  at  Erlau,  he  walked  off  with  8000 
florins.  Prior  Christian  Martinowsky,  at  Let- 
towitz,  left  behind  him  untold  treasure,  toge- 
ther with  gold  and  sQver  articles  of  value,  aU 
of  which  the  Provincial  abstracted  from  the 
chest,  Illuminatus  Forster,  who  was  steward 
and  master  of  the  cellar  in  Gratz,  left  behind 
him  10,000  or  12,000  florins,  besides  several 
thousand  guilders,  in  the  hands  of  persons 
now  living,  which  the  Provincial  took,  under 
the  pretext  of  depositing  the  money  in  the 
treasure-chest  of  the  province,  and  there  to 
preserve  it.  But,  at  the  death  of  Magnobonus 
Griines  himself,  not  a  farthing  was  found  in 
the  provincial  treasury ;  for  he  generally  made 
extensive  and  costly  journeys,  and  took  up 
his  abode,  in  the  summer  months,  at  watering- 
places,  which  swallowed  up  large  sums  of 
money.  One  may  well  beheve  that  while  he 
was  administrator  of  the  province,  he  robbed 
the  property  of  the  sick  poor  to  the  amount  of 
80,000  florins,  at  the  lowest  calculation.  Such 
a  life  did  Magnobonus  Griines  lead,  for  forty 
years  long  !  He  is  dead,  indeed ;  but  his  ex- 
travagant doings  may  teach  a  lesson  to  the 
Order  for  future  years. 

XXXVIT. 

Paschal  Fiala  was  for  twenty  years  Provin- 
cial of  the  Order,  and  acted  as  his  predeces- 
sors did,  and  as  his  successors  have  done,  in 
selling  the  priorates  and  higher  offices  of  the 
convents.  There  are  hving  witnesses  among 
the  brothers  of  the  Order  to  testify,  that  a  cer- 
tain person  gave  him  1000  florins  for  a  prior- 
ate, but  he  was  never  placed  in  the  office. 
The  Provincial  died  while  the  transaction  was 
incomplete,  and  the  purchaser  complains  to 
the  present  hour  about  the  loss  of  the  money 
he  had  imprudently  paid  the  deceased.  This 
Paschal  Fiala  kept  two  ladies  in  Vienna,  the 
one  Madame  Von  Ledwinka,  and  the  other 
Madame  You  Sebald,  which  many  of  the  older 
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brothers  yet  well  remember.  These  females 
divided  the  greater  part  of  the  sale  of  prior- 
ates  and  other  conventual  offices  between 
themselves.  They  lodged  in  the  city  of  Vien- 
na, in  aparftnents,  consisting  of  four  or  five 
rooms,  the  rent  of  which  was  500  or  600 
florins  per  annum.  They  kept  two  or  three 
servant-maids ;  and  all  this  expense  was  de- 
frayed fi-om  the  property  of  the  sick  poor. 
Most  of  the  priors  obtain  wagon -loads  of 
farm-produce,  such  as  butchers'  meat,  butter, 
fowls,  corn,  eggs,  dried  finits,  and  eimers  of 
the  most  exquisite  wines  for  their  own  tables, 
the  property  of  the  poor.  If  any  right-mind- 
ed brother  of  the  Order,  whose  heart  bled 
when  he  saw  that  the  sick  poor  on  this  ac- 
count were  badly  attended  to,  and  necessarily 
deprived  of  part  of  their  allowance,  dared  to 
make  any  remark  regarding  the  injustice  of 
these  proceedings,  that  man  was  at  once 
marked  for  persecution  and  oppression  to  the 
very  utmost.  This  was  what  I  have  had 
often  to  endure  during  the  years  I  have  been 
in  the  convent.  Especially  has  it  gone  hard 
with  me  since  the  month  of  July,  1853,  when 
I  was  in  the  convent  of  Scahtz,  in  Hungary. 
A  few  leaves  containing  a  record  of  my  expe- 
riences were  missing  out  of  my  convent-cell, 
and  were  probably  sent  to  the  then  Provin- 
cial, Odilo  Rayth  Yon  Baumgarten,  for  the 
Prior  of  my  convent,  Blasius  Grossinger,  sent 
for  me,  and  reproached  me  for  exposing 
various  priors ;  and  I  was  sent  to  prison  and 
have  been  kept  in  Prague,  suffering  much  op- 
pression, for  seventeen  months,  while  every 
way  by  which  I  might  have  the  opportunity 
of  defending  myself  is  closed  against  me. 


In  July,  1854,  the  Most  Reverend  Apostolic 
Joint-Visitor,  M.  Canon  Dittrich,  was  in  the 
Convent  of  Prague.  He  spoke  to  me,  and  ad- 
monished me  to  reveal  all  that  I  knew,  that  it 
might  tend  to  the  general  welfare.  As  a  few 
questions  were  put  to  me,  especially  by  Prior 
Paschal  Von  Hochberg,  reflections  were 
thrown  out  agamst  me,  that  I  was  probably 
domg  tliis  out  of  revenge,  and  a  few  particu- 
lars were  with  difficulty  put  down  in  writing. 
The  reverend  Joint- Visitor  then  immediately 
remarked,  that  this  might  be  a  case  for  the 
•  criminal  courts,  and  advised  me  to  withdraw 
the  record.  I,  however,  asked  for  some 
honest  citizen  of  the  place  to  become  a  hearer 
^  of  what  I  had  stated  ha  the  document.  But  this 


his  reverence  the  Jomt-Visitor  would  not  con- 
cede: upon  wliich  I  begged  that  some  priest, 
not  connected  with  the  Order,  should  be  pre- 
sent while  I  stated  what  I  had  to  relate ; 
but  this  was  also  denied  me. 

The  conference  was  then  closed,  with  the 
promise  that  in  a  few  days  the  other  points  I 
had  to  bring  forward  should  be  heard  in  the 
presence  of  persons  either  of  the  civil  or 
priestly  order.  It  is  true  that  two  witnesses 
from  the  monastery  were  offered  me ;  but  I 
declined  to  trust  the  matter  to  the  testimony 
of  the  convent-brothers.  On  the  fifth  day  af- 
terwards, the  Secretary,  Father  Renatus 
Mikesch,  came  to  me  in  my  prisoil,  by  order 
of  the  reverend  Visitor,  who  informed  me  that 
his  reverence  would  receive  the  remaining 
matters  I  had  to  relate  in  three  days.  I  waited 
every  day  for  this  visit,  but  no  one  has  come 
to  the  present  thne.  On  the  10th  September, 
indeed,  a  message  was  brought  me  by  one  of 
our  convent,  that  the  reverend  Visitor  would 
come  the  next  day,  to  bring  into  order  the  re- 
maining pomts  and  matters  I  had  to  state ; 
but  he  left  the  city  on  the  12th  September,  on 
his  journey  towards  Gran,  and  appeared  no 
more  in  our  monastery.  My  conscience  will 
not  permit  me,  however,  to  conceal  these  pain- 
ful facts,  lest  worse  befall  me  in  this  world, 
and  I  be  doomed  to  punishment  before  the 
judgment-seat  of  God. 

Help  me,  therefore,  most  Holy  Father,  if 
this  my  most  humble  petition  should  ever 
reach  yom-  hands.  In  my  soul  I  look  on  the 
matter  I  have  represented  (and  I  could  bring 
much  more  before  your  Holiness)  with  deep 
affiictiori,  even  now  in  my  prison-house. 
Help  me  out  of  the  Order  altogether,  most 
Holy  Father,  and  I  wiU  pray  for  you  all  my 
life  long.  I  shall  end  my  life  very  unhappily 
unless  you  may  exert  your  great  power  to  de- 
liver me  fi'om  the  Order  of  which  I  am  a 
member. 

Tour  Holiness  orders  that  our  convents  be 
visited,  that  better  conduct  may  prevail  in  fu- 
ture. The  old,  forgotten  statutes  of  the  Order 
are  to  be  restored  to  their  power,  and  to  bo 
punctually  observed.  Tour  intentions,  most 
Holy  Father,  are  the  best ;  but  here,  however, 
there  will  be  no  improvement.  For  even 
those  who  observe  not  the  new  rules,  never- 
theless promise  to  do  all  which  you,  most 
Holy  Father,  would  have  them  to  observe. 
And  those  who  mean  sincerely,  often  confess 
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that  they  can  not  conscientiously  keep  the 
new  regulations,  and  would  rather  retire  from 
the  convent,  but  they  are  not  allowed  to  do 
so.  Oh  1  may  you  but  issue  your  commands 
that  all  who  can  not  obey  the  new  regulations, 
and  who  honestly  acknowledge  it,  may  be  per- 
mitted to  go  away  in  the  holy  name  of  God  1 
I  most  respectfully  kiss  your  Holiness's 


apostohc  feet,  and  beg  you  graciously  to  re- 
gard the  petition  which  I,  with  child-like  and 
profound  veneration,  present  to  the  notice  of 
your  Holiness. 

(Signed)      Ubaldus  Borziksky, 

In  the  Monastery  of  the  Brothers 
of  Mercy  at  Prague. 
Prague,  October,  1854. 


GOOD    NEWS  F 

The  spirit  of  Protestantism  is  not 
yet  extinct  in  the  land  of  Jerome  and 
Huss.  It  has  lately  revived  with 
much  power.  The  means  employed 
for  its  suppression  have  been  ineffect- 
ual, and  contributed  not  a  little  to  its 
extension.  It  has  obtained  very  con- 
siderably among  the  Romish  priest- 
hood, many  of  whom  have  deserted 
their  standard-bearers  and  fallen  into 
the  ranks  of  the  Protestants.  For 
this  exercise  of  private  judgment  and 
the  rights  of  conscience,  the  converts 
have  been  persecuted  with  great  sever- 
ity. They  have  been  imprisoned,  or 
chased  out  of  the  country,  or  maltreat- 
ed in  some  other  way.  But  the  spirit 
of  inquiry  is  still  prevalent,  and  the 
interests  of  the  Papacy  are  waning 
under  its  power. 

The  following  letter,  taken  from  the 
London  Christian  Times  of  November 
9th,  1855,  discloses  the  state  of  things* 
in  Bohemia  in  relation  to  the  progress 
of  evangelical  truth  and  the  hostility 
of  the  priests.  It  can  not  fail  to  be 
read  with  interest,  and  we  merely  add 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Zastera,  mentioned 
at  its  close,  is  in  this  city,  in  good 
health,  engaged  zealously  in  missionary 
labors  among  the  Germans,  with  en- 
couraging success.  Let  all  who  love 
the  truth  pray  for  these  afflicted  and 
persecuted  brethren,  and  that  the  good 
work  in  their  land  may  spread  till  all 


ROM  BOHEMIA. 

are  brought  under  the  saving  power  of 
the  Gospel.    But  to  the  letter  : 

Basle,  Nov.  3,  1855. 
At  the  present  time,  when  so  many  Christ- 
ians take  a  deep  interest  in  the  persecutions 
under  which  John  Borzinsky,  his  brother 
Ubaldus,  and  Zezule  suffer,  it  will  probably 
not  be  without  interest  to  you  to  receive  some 
account  of  the  religious  state  of  their  father- 
land. 

Bohemia  must  be  regarded  with  deep  inter- 
est by  every  Protestant  Christian,  as  it  must 
be  considered  the  country  among  all  the  king- 
doms of  Europe  which  protested  first,  and  that 
energetically,  against  the  sins  of  Eome.  Per- 
haps no  country  has  suffered  more  from  Po- 
pery, as  it  is  computed  that  two  millions  of 
persons  have  at  different  times  perished 
through  various  forms  of  oppression  and  per- 
secution. More  than  30,000  famiUes  emigrat- 
ed in  1627  only  on  account  of  their  faith. 
Notwithstanding  these  circumstances,  thou- 
sands, and  according  to  some,  tens  of  thousands 
in  Bohemia  sigh  at  the  present  day  to  be 
loosened  from  the  chains  of  Rome. 

A  Bohemian  wrote  me  lately :  "It  may  be 
confidently  asserted  that  since  the  year  1848, 
3000  persons  have  renounced  Popery  in  that 
country.  A  tJiird  Protestant  Church  has  been 
formed  since  that  time  in  Prague,  consisting 
of  1200  souls." 

It  is  asserted  by  Bohemians,  that  of  the 
4000  Roman  CathoUc  priests  in  their  father- 
land, the  half  of  them  are  not  properly  Popish.. 
That  a  great  number  of  them  are  sighing  for 
reform,  the  following  facts  will  show. 

In  1848,  forty  priests  met  m  Prague  several 
times,  in  the  "Wendish  Seminary,  and  declared, 
in  a  pamphlet,  that  a  reform  of  the  Bohemian- 
Church,  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Gos- 
pel, and  the  true  traditions  of  the  Fathers,  was 
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absolutely  necessary.  The  consequence  was, 
that  they  were  treated  as  Hussites  and  Revo- 
lutionists, and  imprisoned  with  men  accused 
of  revolutionary  principles,  being  confined 
eight  together  in  a  cell.  The  treatment  of 
these  forty  priests  did  not,  however,  damp  the 
ardor  of  others,  who  met  together  in  various 
small  towns  of  Bohemia,  to  consult  on  the  ne- 
cessary reform.  The  Romish  Hierarchy,  in 
order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  movement,  promised 
that  the  question  should  be  brought  before  a 
National  Synod  that  should  shortly  be  held. 
The  deception  was  soon  discovered,  and  there- 
upon several  priests  openly  renounced  Popery. 

Smetana,  priest  of  the  Order  of  the  Crusad- 
ers, Doctor  and  Dean  of  the  Pliilosophical  Fa- 
culty of  the  University  of  Prague,  declared  in 
the  public  prints  that  he  considered  the  Roman 
tenets  as  unscriptural,  and  that  he  was  no 
longer  a  member  of  the  Chm'ch  of  Rome. 
This  declaration  was  received  with  great  joy 
by  tens  of  thousands  in  Bohemia,  and  the 
Popish  hierarchy  hurled  the  greater  excom- 
munication against  him.  Soon  after.  Dr. 
Smetana  fell  ill,  and  this  prevented  his  joining 
the  Protestant  Church  publicly.  The  Arch- 
bishop of  Prague  visited  him  twice  on  his 
death-bed,  but  his  attempts  to  induce  him  to 
recant  were  in  vain.  He  died  at  Prague  in 
1850,  and  was  buried  in  the  Lutheran  burial- 
ground  of  that  city,  his  remams  being  accom- 
panied, as  it  was  computed,  by  20,000  per- 
sons. 

Soon  afterwards,  Hromadnik  and  "Worlicek, 
priests  of  the  Order  of  the  Crusaders,  re- 
nounced Popery,  the  first  joining  the  Lutheran, 
the  second  the  Reformed  Church.  A  third 
priest  of  the  same  Order,  named  "Walther, 
renounced  the  communion  of  the  Roman, 
without,  however,  legally  joining  the  Protest- 
ant Church.  These  three  priests  were  excom- ' 
municated  without  noise,  the  notification 
thereof  being  sent  to  their  dwellings ;  for  the 
public  excommunication  of  Dr.  Smetana  had 
excited  much  ridicule  in  all  parts  of  Bohemia. 
These  three  converts  hve  in  Bohemia  with 
friends  and  relations. 

At  this  time  the  following  priests  joined  the 
Reformed  Church:  Justm  Michel,  Professor 
in  the  Order  of  the  Piarists ;  Sohramek ;  and 
Klejzar.  The  first  hves  in  Bohemia ;  the  se- 
cond is  Pastor  of  Rosnitz,  in  Prussian  Silesia; 
and  the  third,  chaplain  of  the  house  of  cor- 
rection in  Brieg,  Prussian  Silesia,  Besides 


these,  two  priests  of  the  Order  of  Piarists — 
Kasper,  who  subsequently  studied  medicine ; 
and  Wraber,  who  applied  himself  to  phi- 
lology ;  and  a  brother  of  the  Monks  of  Mer- 
cy, who  is  settled  in  Prague — ^have,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  left  the  Roman  Church. 

The  loss  of  these  priests,  and  especially  the 
fear  of  losing  more,  greatly  enraged  the  Pop- 
ish hierarchy,  who,  in  1850,  introduced  the 
practice  of  having  every  priest  who  took  the 
first  legal  steps  to  join  the  Protestant  Church, 
immediately  seized,  and  then  confined  and  ill- 
treated  in  different  ways.  In  accordance  with 
this  system,  "Weywara,  priest  of  the  Order  ol 
the  Capuchins,  was  seized  by  the  police  in  the 
public  streets  of  Prague  the  day  before  he  was 
to  jom  the  Protestant  Church,  taken  to  Raud- 
nitz,  and  incarcerated  in  the  monastery,  where 
he  long  remained,  being  very  severely  treated. 
In  1852,  he  was  able  to  escape  to  Prussia,  and 
is  Pastor  of  Mocker,  in  Silesia.  Podstransky, 
a  parish  priest,  in  1850,  took  the  legal  steps 
in  Prague  to  join  the  Protestant  Church,  but 
illness  prevented  his  completing  his  intention. 
Dr.  Nowotny,  who  was  suspended  in  1850,  on 
account  of  articles  and  pamphlets  he  wrote  in 
a  too  anti-Popish  style,  studied  for  a  short 
time  medicine,  but  emigrated  at  last  to  Prus- 
sia, and  has  been,  since  November,  1851,  Pas- 
tor of  Petershain,  near  Niesky.    The  parish 
priest,  John  Flicek,  fled  to  Prussia  in  1851, 
and  is  now  pastor  of  Ludwigsthal,  in  Silesia. 
In  1852,  the  parish  priest,  Joseph  Kordina, 
escaped  from  Bohemia,  came  to  Dr.  Nowotny, 
and  is  now  curate  of  Hoyerswerda.    In  1854, 
Hanka,  Dr.  of  Medicine,  and  Feika,  dentist,  ot 
the  Order  of  the  Brothers  of  Mercy,  came  to 
Dr.  Nowotny,  the  former  renouncing  Popery 
in  Posen,  the  latter  in  Bremen.    They  are 
both  of  them  at  present  in  America.  Last 
January,  John  Evangelist  Borzmsky,  of  the 
Order  of  the  Monks  of  Mercy,  was  received 
into  the  Protestant  Church,  by  Dr.  Nowotny. 
This  last  sprmg,  Franz  Zastera,  a  parish  priest, 
escaped  from  Bohemia,  and  renounced  Popery 
in  New- York,  and  of  whom  a  detailed  account 
appeared  in  the  Christian  Times  of  September 
28th. 


The  Paris  Moniteur  contains  the  inventory 
of  articles  found  at  Sebastopol.  The  principle 
vere — 410,000  round  shot,  101,000  hollow 
projectiles,  525,000  lbs.  of  gunpowder,  630,000 
cartridges,  and  other  stores  in  proportion. 
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His  Holiness,  the  Roman  Pontiff, 
having  become  weary,  as  well  as  afraid, 
of  his  ally,  the  Emperor  of  France,  by 
whose  management  he  has,  for  a  long 
time,  been  more  of  a  prisoner  than  a 
well-supported  sovereign,  has  turned 
his  attention  in  a  special  manner  to 
Austria  "  for  aid  and  comfort."  A 
treaty,  called  a  Concordat,  has  been 
concluded  between  the  subordinate 
officials,  by  which,  if  ratified,  the  rela- 
tions of  the  two  governments  at  least 
are  to  be  very  considerably  modified, 
the  advantages  being  apparently  great- 
ly on  the  side  of  Rome.  The  treaty 
is  very  remarkable  in  its  terms,  con- 
sidering the  age  in  which  it  is  effected, 
and  the  advance  which  liberal  senti- 
ments have  made  of  late,  in  various 
countries  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 
It  seems  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  the 
dark  ages  rather  than  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  possibly  it  may  yet  fail 
of  final  confirmation.  A  correspond- 
emt  of  the  Daily  News^  quoted  by  the 
London  Christian  Times,  under  date  of 
November  2d,  1855,  says : 

"The  Concordat  between  Austria  and 
Rome  has  been  much  discussed  at  Venice  and 
Milan,  and  doubts  seem  to  be  felt  there  as  to 
its  ever  being  ratified ;  indeed,  much  astonish- 
ment has  been  expressed  at  its  ever  having 
arrived  at  its  present  stage,  considering  the 
known  anxiety  of  the  Emperor  to  maintain 
his  government  independent,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, of  all  external  power." 

If,  however,  it  is  ratified,  a  more 
full  and  abject  submission  can  scarcely 
be  conceived,  than  Austria  will  have 
bound  herself  to  yield  to  the  Roman 
See,  if  the  following  analysis  of  the 
Italian  copy  of  the  Concordat,  (though 
unofficial,)  taken  from  the  Freeman's 
Journal  of  this  city,  can  be  relied  on, 


as  comprising  its  main  principles  and 
stipulations. 

And  for  this  humiliation  what  is  she 
to  receive  in  return  ?  The  Concordat 
does  not  directly  tell  us.  The  answer 
is  to  be  gathered  in  another  way.  She 
may  hope  for  the  suppression  of  the 
spirit  of  inquiry  among  her  subjects, 
and  for  the  inculcation  in  her  schools 
and  domestic  circles,  and  everywhere 
in  her  dominions,  of  the  duty  of  obe- 
dience to  the  will  of  the  reigning 
powers,  and  thus  expect  to  avoid  the 
reality  of  a  revolution  soon,  or  at  a  re- 
mote day.  But  this  may  prove  a 
vain  hope.  The  spirit  of  inquiry  is 
stirring,  and  is  not  to  be  easily  put 
down,  even  amidst  the  dynasties  of 
the  old  world.  The  time  must  come 
when  a  more  liberal  state  of  things 
shall  obtain,  and  when  the  people 
shall  enjoy  their  natural  and  inalien- 
able rights. 

Eor  the  present  she  will  have,  how- 
ever, the  ecclesiastical,  superior  to  the 
civil  power — the  active  operation  of 
the  inquisition — the  press  under  a 
strict  censorship — the  streets  every- 
where lined  with  beggars,  and  lazy 
monks,  and  retailers  of  indulgences — 
and  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom  accu- 
mulating in  the  hands  of  the  priests, 
and  wretchedness  and  woe  multiplying 
on  every  side.  This  will  be  but  a 
poor  return  for  what  she  surrenders, 
and  may  be  called  on  to  do  for  Pius 
Ninth. 

But  how  will  the  alliance  be  regarded 
by  France  1  and  how  by  Russia  1  And 
what  bearing,  if  any,  will  it  have  on 
the  already  complicated  state  of  things, 
in  the  European  States  1 

These  and  various  other  questions 
naturally  rise  when  thinking  of  it,  but 
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time  alone  can  furnish  appropriate  and 
just  answers.  God  seems  in  his  mys- 
terious providence  to  be  involving  the 
nations  more  and  more ;  but  eventually 
we  doubt  not  all  will  be  seen  to  have 
been  connected  with  his  glory  in  the 
advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  his 
Son.* 

The  following  are  given  as  the 
terms  of  the  Concordat : 

1.  The  Catholic  religion  shall  be  maintained 
and  professed  in  all  the  provinces  where  it 
prevails,  with  its  rights  and  prerogatives  ac- 
cording to  the  order  established  by  God  and 
the  canonical  constitutions. 

2.  The  Imperial  Placet  shall  not  be  re- 
quired for  communicating  with  the  Holy  See 
in  reference  to  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical  af- 
fairs. 

3.  The  Catholic  Bishops  and  Ordinaries 
.shall  have  entire  liberty  of  communication 
with  their  clergy  and  flocks  by  pastorals, 
ordinances,  and  instructions,  according  to  their 
judgments  :  the  same  shall  hold  in  reference 
to  the  disposal  of  spiritual  preferments,  the 
division  or  remodeling  of  parishes,  the  control 
of  ceremonies,  pilgrimages,  the  convocation  of 
synods,  etc.,  etc.  In  all  which  they  shall  only 
be  bound  to  abide  by  the  canonical  prescrip- 
tions. 

4.  The  children  of  Catholics  are  to  be  edu- 
cated by  Cathohc  teachers,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Catholic  religion.  The 
Bishops  shall  have  supervision  of  the  schools 
which  Cathohc  children  are  to  frequent,  and 
to  them  it  is  to  belong  to  prevent  what  is  con- 
trary or  injurious  to  their  faith.  They  shall 
have  the  appointing  of  all  teachers  of  Cathohc 
theology  and  doctrine.  Examinations  for  de- 
grees in  theology  and  canon  law  shall  be  by 
Doctors  in  these  sciences,  appointed  by  the 
Bishops.  The  inspectors  of  Catholic  schools 
shall  be  ecclesiastics. 

.  5.  The  Bishops  shall  have  the  right  of  pro- 
hibiting books  that  outrage  rehgion  or  morals, 
and  the  government  wiU  second  their  action 
to  prevent  such  publications. 

*  By  advices  received  since  the  foregoing  was  writ- 
ten, we  learn  that  the  Concordat  was  duly  ratified  on 
the  25th  of  September  last;  but  that  it  has  produced 
extreme  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
Austria,  and  it  is  questionable  whether  it  -will  not  pro- 
mote, rather  than  suppress,  as  it  was  designed  to  do, 
popular  resistance  to  the  government— We  shall  see. 


6.  Ecclesiastical  causes  shall  be  judged  by 
ecclesiastical  judges,  according  to  the  Canons 
and  the  Council  of  Trent.  Civil  courts  will 
take  cognizance  of  the  civil  effects  of  mar- 
riages. The  ecclesiastical  courts  will  pro- 
nounce on  the  conditions  of  the  Sacrament  of 
Matrimony. 

T.  In  pronouncing  censures,  and  exercising 
discipline  over  ecclesiastics,  the  Bishops  shaU 
be  free. 

8.  The  right  of  patronage  is  referred  to  the 
ecclesiastical  judge ;  but  lay  patronage  will 
belong  to  the  civQ  tribunal. 

9.  Suits  purely  civil,  affecting  the  clergy, 
wiU  be  judged  in  the  civil  courts — as  well  as 
criminal  suits.  In  the  latter  class  of  cases  the 
Bishop  must  first  be  informed. 

10.  The  immunities  of  churches  are  pre- 
served. 

11.  Ecclesiastical  seminaries  are  wholly  de- 
pendent on  the  Bishops. 

12.  The  Pope  can  create  new  Sees,  after 
coming  to  an  understanding  with  the  Imperial 
Government. 

13.  The  right  of  presentation  for  Sees  is  ac- 
corded to  the  Grovernment,  but  the  latter  must 
previously  consult  the  Bishops  of  the  Province 
concerned. 

14.  The  clergy  may  dispose  by  will  of  what 
they  possess  by  law.  The  Episcopal  orna- 
ments are  excepted;  these  pass  to  the  suc- 
cessors. 

15.  In  Cathedral  Churches  the  Pope  names 
the  first  dignitary,  the  Emperor  the  others — 
except  where  the  Bishop  has  the  patronage 
and  free  nomination. 

16.  Members  of  Religious  Orders  are  free  to 
communicate  with  thefr  superiors  at  Rome. 
The  latter  will  be  free  to  visit  the  houses  of 
their  respective  Orders  ui  the  Empire.  Novi- 
tiates may  be  opened,  and  new  convents 
established  by  the  Bishops,  with  the  consent 
of  the  government. 

It.  The  Church  shall  have  full  power  to  ac- 
quire and  hold  property,  which  is  to  be  invio- 
lable. 

18.  Ecclesiastical  goods  shall  be  adminis- 
tered according  to  the  canons. 

19.  The  right  of  tithes  is  recognized  where 
it  already  exists. 

20.  Every  thing  concernmg  ecclesiastical 
persons  and  things,  not  foreseen  by  the  Con- 
cordat, shall  be  regulated  according  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Cathohc  Church,  and  the  con- 
stitutions approved  by  the  Holy  See. 
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We  submit  the  subjoined  letter,  re- 
cently received  from  the  Evangelical 
Society  of  France,  with  a  confident  as- 
surance that  it  will  be  received  by 
many  of  our  readers  with  the  liveliest 
interest,  and  with  an  earnest  hope  that 
the  statements  it  contains  of  the  em- 
barrassed condition  of  the  treasury  will 
prompt  thousands  of  hearts  to  send  us 
at  once  ample  means  to  grant  the  relief 
so  greatly  needed.    Why  not  ? 

The  mission  here  reported  may  be 
considered  ours.  Its  support  is  de- 
volved on  us  by  mutual  contract.  It 
is  wisely  and  usefully  conducted,  and 
its  happy  bearing  upon  the  cause  of 
religious  liberty  and  of  evangelical  re- 
ligion in  the  French  Empire,  can  not 
well  be  computed.  Shall  it,  then,  lan- 
guish 1  Shall  the  brethren  who  super- 
intend it  be  left  to  struggle  with  em- 
barrassment for  want  of  aid  from  their 
American  friends  1  Shall  the  enemy 
be  allowed  to  triumph  through  the 
failure  of  the  professed  friends  of  Pro- 
testant evangelical  principles  to  come 
to  the  support  of  these  faithful  labor- 
ers ?  We  trust  not.  We  think  that 
the  friends  in  America  merely  need  to 
know  the  wants  of  their  brethren  in 
France,  to  send  to  them  the  necessary 
funds  without  delay.  Remittances 
must  soon  be  made,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  many  will  avail  themselves  of  this 
providential  call,  to  testify  their  sub- 
stantial interest  in  the  cause  of  evan- 
gelization in  the  Jand  of  the  Hugue- 
nots. May  we  not  be  disappointed, 
nor  the  brethren  in  that  land,  whose 
cry  is  now  falling  on  our  ears,  be  made 
sick  by  "  deferred  hope."  Brethren, 
send  us  by  mail,  or  otherwise,  before 


you  forget  it  through  business  engage- 
ments, your  contributions,  and  no  time 
shall  be  lost  in  forwarding  them  to 
their  destination ;  and  many  now  un- 
der the  dark  reign  of  ignorance  and 
superstition,  and  infidelity  and  sin,  will 
be  made  to  hear  the  Gospel,  and  enjoy 
the  means  of  sanctification  and  of  life  : 

Paris,  October  30,  1855. 
Rev.  Dr.  McCltjre,  Secretary  to  ike  Ameri- 
can and  Foreign  Christian  Union. 
Sir,  Am)  JircH-ESTEEiiED  Brother:  Out 
communication,  dated  September  28,  con- 
tained some  details  concerning  our  Missionary- 
stations  in  the  Haute  Yienne,  and  some  con- 
siderations concerning  the  state  of  France  as 
respects  religious  freedom.  We  must,  this 
day,  give  you  an  account  of  the  missionary 
station  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine,  for  which 
we  have  requested  the  support  of  your  Society. 
The  following  account  has  been  drawn  up  by 
the  pastor  himself)  the  Rev.  E.  Bersier  : 

"Gentlemen,  the  work  which  the  Evangeli- 
cal Society  has  intrusted  to  my  care  has  for  its 
field  of  operations  the  Faubourg  St.  Antome, 
an  immense  suburb,  which  numbers  upwards 
of  160,000  inhabitants,  well  known  for  their 
independent  and  republican  spirit.  That  fau- 
bourg is,  if  I  may  say  so,  a  vast  manufactory 
of  household  furniture.  The  most  renowned 
cabinet-makers  of  Europe  are  stationed  there, 
and  almost  all  the  operatives  who  inhabit  that 
part  of  the  metropohs  are  engaged  in  that 
kind  of  business,  if  we  except  another  class 
which  is  employed  in  making  painted  papers. 

"  The  Faubourg  St.  Antoine  is  one  of  the 
most  thriving  in  the  metropolis,  and  the  Uni- 
versal Industrial  Exliibition  has  given  strong 
impulse  to  the  trade  of  cabinet-making.  That 
trade  has  nothing  which  tends  to  degrade  the 
workman.  It  does  not  require  the  agglomer- 
ation of  man  and  woman,  working  together  in 
crowded  factories.  The  cabinet-maker  works 
at  home,  has  generally  domestic  habits,  and 
the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine  is  one  in  which  are 
to  be  found  very  few  of  those  illegitimate 
unions  which  are  the  bane  of  the  population 
of  Paris.    Besides,  that  kind  of  labor  which  is 
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quite  healthy,  does  not  require  that  the  opera- 
tives should  keep  late  hours.  The  cabinet- 
maker has  his  evenings  unemployed.  He  has 
time  to  read,  and  the  people  of  that  district 
are  fond  of  reading.  Circumstances  such  as 
these  are  certainly  favorable  to  the  develop- 
ment of  moral  and  inteUectual  life.  Let  us 
now  pass  on  to  notice  the  darker  features. 

"  Because  he  has  some  instruction  and  some 
respect  for  himself,  the  cabinet-maker  is  in- 
clined to  pride  and  unbehef.  He  has  a  dislike 
to  Eomanism  and  to  every  thing  which  savors 
of  rehgion.  "With  him,  religion  is  superseded  by 
humanitary,  moral  and  socialist  theories.  The 
operative  of  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine  is  gen- 
erally proud  and  a  fault-finder.  He  boldly 
decides  all  questions,  and  I  may  say  that 
every  workman  whom  I  have  visited  had,  so 
to  speak,  his  own  system  of  social  organization 
in  readiness,  which  he  was  eager  to  propound. 
Nowhere  have  the  books  of  socialist  liters 
been  more  abundantly  circulated.  You  know 
that  in  1848,  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine  was 
the  scene  of  a  most  formidable  insurrection. 
It  is  from  the  writings  of  the  socialists  that 
the  operatives  to  whom  I  aUude  have  taken 
up  all  their  notions  concerning  the  Gospel. 
Let  me  give  an  instance.  One  day  I  called 
upon  an  operative,  and  I  introduced  myself  as 
a  Protestant  clergyman.  ""Walk  in,  sir," 
said  he,  very  politely,  *'  I  like  morals,  as  the 
apostle  Paul  says.  This  is  my  creed :  I  be- 
hove, as  Jesus  Christ  said,  that  all  religions 
ai-e  good,  when  a  man  is  honest  and  harms 
no  body.'  Such  a  fact,  and  others  of  a  similar 
nature,  evince  the  shallowness  of  their  moral 
instruction.  That  shallowness,  and  their  van- 
ity, are  great  impediments  in  our  way." 

"  The  love  for  theatricals  is  also  of  the  caus- 
es of  the  moral  levity  and  declamatory  tone 
which  distinguish  the  operatives  of  that  fau- 
bourg. On  Sunday  evenings,  when  leaving  my 
home  to  repair  to  the  place  of  worship,  I  have 
to  elbow  my  way  through  a  crowd  of  men  and 
women  who  are  going  to  the  theatres.  Add  to 
this,  that  instead  of  chosing-  the  Sunday  for 
their  restmg  day,  they  choose  the  Monday; 
and  you  will  form  some  idea  of  the  principal 
difficulties  which  counteract  the  diffusion  of 
Gospel  truths  among  the  working  classes.  As 
regards  the  operatives  who  manufacture  paint- 
ed papers,  their  moral  and  physical  condition 
is  tnily  fearful.  Men  and  women  work  to- 
gether ;  the  work  is  very  easy,  and  requires 


no  instruction.  They  are  very  poor,  and  ra- 
ther brutish. 

"  Such  is  the  outline  of  the  moral  condition 
of  my  field  of  missionary  labor." 

"  Now,  for  what  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
evangelization.  Upwards  of  fifteen  years  ago, 
the  Evangehcal  Society  established  a  female 
school  in  that  faubourg.  That  school  has  ever 
been  in  operation ;  but  it  was  neither  very 
numerous  nor  very  prosperous.  The  number 
of  pupils  was  generally  from  thirty  to  fifty. 
That  school  led  to  the  setting  up  of  a  Sunday- 
school  which  was  superintended  by  pastors  or 
laymen.  "Worship  was  established,  and  was 
attended  by  some  sixty  hearers.  But,  unfor- 
tunately, that  work  was  several  times  inter- 
rupted. The  pastors  who  had  been  appointed 
to  that  station  left  it  for  other  posts,  and  the 
work  suffered  much  from  that  instabihty." 

*'  At  length,  in  the  year  1854,  the  Evangel- 
ical Society  determined  to  give  a  vigorous 
impulsion  to  a  work  which  was  likely  to 
become  interesting.  An  excellent  school- 
mistress, Mrs.  Sprecher,  has  been  intrusted 
with  the  superintendence  of  the  female  schooL 
Owing  to  her  exertions,  the  number  of  pupils 
soon  rose  to  eighty.  A  school  for  boys  was 
also  established,  and  intrusted  to  the  care  of 
Mr.  Sprecher,  a  very  able  and  devoted  school- 
master. That  school  is  now  attended  by  sixty 
pupils.  In  December,  1854,  I  was  appointed 
as  the  head  of  that  missionary  station.  I  es- 
tabhshed  evangehcal  worship,  which  is  per- 
formed every  Sunday  and  Thursday  evening, 
and  regularly  attended  by  some  sixty  hearers. 
I  set  up  again  the  Sunday-school ;  it  is  now 
one  of  our  most  flourishing  Sabbath-schools, 
as  it  numbers  120  pupils." 

"  "Worship-meetings  are  well  attended,  and, 
what  is  more  cheering,  they  are  attended  by 
the  same  persons.  I  thought  that  my  best 
course  was  to  form  a  firm  and  compact  group 
of  behevers  before  extending  my  agency  far- 
ther around.  I  have  therefore  kept  constantly 
visiting  the  same  persons,  and,  though  I  can 
not,  as  yet,  mention  any  decided  conversion, 
stiU  I  can  notice  a  serious  interest  in  divine 
matters.  Many  persons  ^lave  told  me :  '  Wo 
wUl  have  no  more  priests ;  we  are  persuaded 
that  you  announce  religious  truth.'  Our 
schools  give  us  the  best  hopes.  One  year  ago, 
we  resolved  to  requu-e  from  the  pupils  a 
monthly  fee  of  one  franc.  Our  motive  was 
two-fold.    First,  we  wanted  to  be  able  to 
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refuse  such  poorer  children  whom  vre  had  to  | 
instruct,  to  clothe,  and  sometimes  to  feed; 
which  was  wasting  our  means.  Secondly,  to 
induce  the  parents  to  testify  their  sympathy 
with  our  schools.  Indeed,  the  public  schools, 
under  the  care  of  the  Brethren  of  the  Christian, 
Doctrine^  (generally  called,  ^  Freres  ignorant- 
ins^'')  are  gratuitous.  We  were  anxious  to 
ascertain  whether  the  parents  sent  us  their 
children  out  of  indifference  or  out  of  sympa- 
thy; and  by  requiring  a  triflmg  pecuniary 
sacrifice,  we  had  a  means  of  ascertaining  their 
true  dispositions.  "Well,  the  experiment  has 
proved  successful  Our  schools  are  filled ;  the 
pupils  pay  one  fi'anc  every  montli,  and  yet, 
there  are  in  the  vicinity,  the  schools  of  the 
'Brethren  of  the  Christian  Doctrine,'  who 
give  gratuitous  instruction,  and  are  at  great 
pains  to  seduce  our  pupils  fi'om  us." 

"  This  is  not  all.  If  the  financial  resources 
of  the  Evangehcal  Society  allowed  the  estab- 
lishment of  more  schools,  we  could  have,  within 
in  two  months,  not  a  hundred  and  fifty  pupils, 
but  five  hundred.  It  frequently  haj)pens 
that  in  the  course  of  one  week,  we  are  con- 
strained to  refuse  the  admission  of  forty  child- 
ren, because  we  have  not  room  enough ;  and, 
what  is  truly  cheering,  the  parents  request  us 
to  make  their  children  Protestants,  and  to  re- 
ceive them  into  our  Church.  Almost  aU  the 
children  that  attend  our  schools  have  been 
born  Romanists." 

"  The  civil  authorities  of  the  faubourg  are 
favorably  inclined  towards  our  estabhshment. 
The  police  commissioner  is  particularly  friendly 
to  us.  The  priests  of  the  parish  church  (St. 
Marguerite)  caUed  upon  him  and  sohcited  his 
interference,  to  have  our  schools  closed.  They 
alleged  that  we  circulated  tracts  which,  though 
apparently  rehgious,  were,  in  fact,  immoral 
pamphlets.  Xow,  what  was  the  result  of 
their  application?  The  police  commissioner 
was  anxious  to  procure  our  tracts ;  he  read 
them,  and  was  thereby  induced  to  purchase  a 
Bible.  He  paid  us  a  Mendly  visit,  and  in- 
formed us  of  the  manoeuvres  of  the  Romish 
priesthood.  He  encouraged  us  to  persevere 
in  our  Christian  undertaking.  '  Circulate 
your  tracts  abundantly  in  the  faubourg,'  he 
said :  '  when  every  body  shall  act  upon  the 
principles  and  doctrines  which  they  propound, 
I  shall  willingly  resign  my  functions,  as  the 
pohce  will  not  be  wanted  any  more.'  " 

Such  is  the  Report  presented  to  our  Com- 


mittee by  Pastor  Bersier,  a  few  days  ago,  from 
which  you  may  perceive  that  the  work  of 
evangelization  in  that  important  district  of 
the  metropohs  is  in  a  most  hopeful  condition. 

From  the  metropolis  let  us  transport  our- 
selves to  the  department  of  the  Haute  Tienne, 
and  we  shall  find  equal  cause  for  gratitude 
and  encouragement.  The  following  are  a  few 
fines  from  the  last  report  of  the  Rev  Mr.  Bou- 
bila,  Pastor  at  Yillefavard,  one  of  those  against 
whom  a  legal  prosecution  has  been  carried  on, 
and  who  have  been  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine. 
"  The  duties  of  our  conscience,"  he  says,  "  and 
the  desire  of  our  hearts  being  stiU  the  same, 
we  continue  to  meet  together  to  pay  our  hom- 
age to  God.  As  Pastor  Ed.  De  Pressense  said 
in  his  speech  before  the  tribune  at  Bellac, 
'  "We  may  postpone  the  opening  of  a  temple, 
and  public  preaching,  but  we  can  not  postpone 
prayer,  adoration,  Bible-readmg ;  that  is  un- 
possible ;  non  possumus.^ 

"  It  is,  no  doubt,  painfiil  in  the  extreme,  to 
meet  secretly,  as  though  it  were  a  crime  to 
pray  to  God,  and  exhort  one's  brethren ;  but 
the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  the  conviction  of 
a  sacred  duty,  support  and  encourage  us  in  the 
discharge  of  our  functions.  "We  endeavor,  as 
much  as  in  us  hes,  to  avoid  every  thing  that 
could  be  offensive  to  the  authorities;  our 
temple  being  closed,  and  not  possessing  a 
room  vast  enough  to  contain  our  numerous 
hearers,  we  meet  in  barns,  as  the  open-air 
meetings  seem  to  be  particularly  offensive  to 
the  authorities. 

"  The  zeal  of  the  police  commissioner  has 
much  slackened.  He  did  not  come  to  Yille- 
favard since  the  legal  prosecution.  We  have 
been  at  liberty  to  perform  our  worship  peace- 
fully. "V^'e  rejoice,  and,  at  the  same  time,  we 
wonder  at  the  absence  of  our  adversary  who 
was  formerly  so  active  in  his  researches.  Per- 
haps he  has  been  directed  to  let  us  alone  un- 
til the  result  of  our  applications  to  superior 
authorities  is  known.  But  I  think  this  is  not 
the  case.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that 
he  has  been  much  vexed  by  the  decision  of 
the  court.  He  hoped  that  we  might  be  com- 
mitted to  prison  or  banished  from  the  Depart- 
ment ;  perhaps,  also,  he  keeps  lurking,  in  or- 
der to  surprise  us  unexpectedly. 

"  The  internal  or  spiritual  work  gives  me 
much  encouragement.  As  I  become  more  in- 
tunately  acquainted  with  my  people,  the  mu- 
ual  confidenco  is  strengthening,  and  they 
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become  more  accessible  to  evangelical  exhort- 
ations. Several  of  my  parisliioners  are 
anxious  inquirers,  and  are  advancing  towards 
the  cross  of  Christ.  Our  villages  have  been 
visited  by  sickness,  and  that  gave  me  many 
opportunities  of  appealing  to  their  consciences, 
and  addressing  serious  and  solemn  exhorta- 
tions, which  wiU  not  remain  fruitless.  I  have 
been  more  than  once  dehghted  at  seeing  sick 
people  evince  a  Mvely  desire  of  hearing  the 
reading  and  the  explanation  of  the  Bible. 
One  said  to  me :  '  My  sufferings  are  assuaged 
when  I  hear  those  excellent  things ;  I  wish  I 
could  be  always  hstening  to  them;  every  day 
I  long  for  the  hour  of  your  coming.' 

"  I  asked  a  woman  who  had  just  recovered 
from  a  severe  illness,  whether  she  was  afraid 
of  death.  'I  would  not  regret  life,'  she  said; 
*  I  would  willingly  go  to  my  Saviour.  He  has 
tried  me  for  my  good ;  I  feel,  and  am  thank- 
ful for  it ;  but  I  fear  that  his  promises  are  not 
deeply  enough  rooted  in  my  heart.  I  wish 
I  could  be  more  firmly  assured  of  my  salva- 
tion.' 

"  I  am  frequently  called  upon  to  visit  the 
communes  of  Rancon,  Balledens,  Chateau- 
ponsat,  either  to  visit  sick  people,  or  to  per- 
form christenings.  I  generally  meet  with  the 
most  cordial  reception.  The  people  evince  a 
great  desire  to  hear  gospel  preaching,  and  to 
have  my  visits  and  my  exhortations." 

Before  we  leave  the  subject  of  Villefavard, 
you  wiU  learn  with  pleasure  that  we  have  just 
admitted  into  our  Normal  school  a  young  man 
from  that  place,  the  son  of  the  Deputy-mayor 
of  Villefavard.  His  excellent  religious  dispo- 
sitions, and  his  desire  of  being  instructed  so 
as  to  become  an  evangehcal  teacher,  are  cheer- 
ing to  us,  as  they  may  be  considered  as  a  new 
fruit  of  the  labor  of  our  agents  in  that  Depart- 
ment. 

You  will  also  learn  with  satisfaction  that 
our  missionary  station  at  Fouqueure,  is  no 
longer  without  a  spiritual  leader.  Mr.  Bonifas 
left  Auxerre  a  few  days  ago,  and  is  now  ar- 
rived at  Fouqueure  where  he  has  been  ap- 
pointed as  Evangelist.  That  fact  is  the  more 
satisfactory  to  us,  as  the  station  at  Fouqueure 
had  been  for  some  weeks  deprived  of  a  super- 
intendent. Our  friends  at  Fouqueure  who 
have  been  severely  tried,  owing  to  the  preva- 
lence of  the  epidemic,  were  truly  anxious  to 
enjoy  the  usual  means  of  edification.  We 
hope  that  llr.  Bonifas  will  prove  a  very  useful 


laborer  in  that  field  of  missionary  effort.  He 
wUl  be  usefully  seconded  by  his  excellent 
wife. 

Now,  dear  sir,  we  must  not  bring  our  letter 
to  a  close  without  saying  a  word  or  two  con- 
cerning our  financial  embarrassments.  These 
embarrassments  are  very  great.  Our  deficit 
amounts  to  some  sixty  thousand  francs,  (say 
some  12,000  dollars.)  That  situation  has  not 
much  to  surprise,  and  it  is  not  the  first  time 
that  we  are  in  such  a  situation  at  that  period 
of  the  year.  We  have  more  than  once  had 
similar  deficits  after  the  first  six  months  of 
our  operations.  Therefore  we  are  not  alarmed 
overmuch,  and  we  hope  that  in  the  course  of 
the  following  six  months,  we  may  receive  the 
sum  of  some  110,000  francs  which  are  neces- 
sary to  pay  off  our  debt,  and  to  meet  our  re- 
maining  Habihties.  Such  indeed  has  been  the 
case  during  the  last  five  years,  save  that,  at 
the  end  of  every  year,  we  had  always  a  defi- 
cit, which,  however,  did  not  prevent  us  from 
going  on.  But,  if  we  are  not  overmuch 
alarmed,  we  may  truly  say  that  we  are  more 
embarrassed  than  we  ever  were.  We  are  so 
embarrassed  that  we  are  now  doing  what  we 
have  not  done  for  the  last  five  years ;  we  are 
addressing  a  pubhc  special  appeal  to  our 
friends.  If  we  are  more  embarrassed  than 
usual,  we  do  not  ascribe  it  to  a  want  of  sym- 
pathy on  the  part  of  our  friends.  We  rather 
ascribe  it  to  their  not  being  acquainted  (as 
yet)  with  the  extent  of  our  difficulties.  We 
may  ascribe  it  also  to  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  to  the  straits  to  which  many  of  our 
subscribers  are  reduced.  The  circumstances 
of  the  times  are  so  very  bad  that  we  have  not 
the  facilities  which  we  had  in  other  years. 
We  can  not  make  new  loans.  We  can  not 
increase  the  heavy  responsibihties  which 
weigh  upon  the  members  of  our  Committee, 
who  have  made  all  the  personal  sacrifices 
which  they  could  do.  We  are  at  the  last  end 
of  our  resources,  and  if  our  friends  do  not  aid 
us  very  speedily  and  very  efficiently,  we  may 
be  constrained  to  stop  our  work,  or  to  make 
such  curtailments  as  may  injure  its  vital  parts. 
Therefore,  dear  sir,  we  earnestly  entreat  your 
Board  to  send  us  prompt  and  efficient  sup- 
phes.  It  would  be  indiscreet  on  our  part,  to 
fix  any  amount ;  but  we  shall  feel  truly  thank- 
ful if  your  Board  can  immediately  place  at 
our  disposal  at  least  half  the  sum  necessary  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  missionary  post 
which  we  have  marked  out  for  your  kind  sup- 
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port.  For  -want  of  very  speedy  supplies  our 
work  will  be  seriously  endangered. 

"With  Cliristian  regards  and  much  esteem, 
we  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  very  timly,  on  be- 
half of  the  Committee, 

De  Peessense. 


NEW-GRANADA. 

We  give  below  an  extract  of  a  let- 
ter from  a  lady  in  the  Province  of 
Chiriqui,  to  her  mother  in  this  country, 
which  is  valuable  as  affording  a  glimpse 
of  the  state  of  a  region  very  little 
known,  and  of  the  prospects  of  some 
entrance  being  afforded  to  the  light  of 
the  Gospel.  Perhaps  this  paragraph 
may  meet  the  eye  of  some  devoted 
brother  who  will  willingly  offer  himself 
to  the  Lord  for  the  good  work  here 
indicated. 

"You  may  remember  that  Mr.  Cook  gave 
me  a  small  parcel  of  books  for  distribution. 
They  have  been  eagerly  sought  for  by  the 
natives ;  the  priests  also  came  and  took  them. 
They  spoke  very  highly  of  them  all  except 
'Kirwan's  Letters,'  which  they  told  my  hus- 


band, was  indeed  a  very  smart  book,  but  it 
would  not  do  to  distribute  it  to  the  people. 
It  would  be  a  great  step  if  we  could  have 
books  sent  here,  with  or  without  a  person  to 
distribute  them,  though  such  wayside  preach- 
ing as  a  zealous  right-minded  colporteur  or 
missionary  could  give,  would  be  the  very 
thing  for  our  poor  natives.  The  books  need 
not  be  given  away ;  they  would  be  eagerly 
purchased  by  all  classes  at  twice  the  New- 
York  prices.  The  people  are  not  priest-rid- 
den; they  have  no  more  power  than  minis- 
ters at  home,  are  supported  by  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  people,  and  you  may 
imagine  that  the  moral  force  of  the  priests  of 
Rome  is  not  great.  The  only  tie  that  binds 
Church  and  people  together  are  the  feast-days, 
and  hardly  a  week  passes  without  one  or 
more  of  these,  of  which  the  priests  require  a 
strict  observance,  which  well  pleases  the 
stupid,  idle  population.  •  To  walk  about  in 
fine  clothes,  to  ride  on  horseback  aU  day,  and 
to  drink  chica,  and  dance  fandangoes  all  night 
in  the  open  air — these  are  their  pleasures.  Of 
the  better  classes,  the  women  are  more  or  less 
devout,  striving  to  uphold  the  poor  crumbling 
Church,  while  the  men  are  utterly  indifferent. 
Now  what  we  want  is  the  simple  glorious 
G-ospel,  as  it  was  preached  by  Jesus  and  his 
disciples.   Can  nothing  be  done  for  us  ?" 
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HOW  THE  EOMISH  LAITY  AEE 
PREJUDICED. 

A  Missionary  of  the  Board,  who 
has  had  much  experience,  and  mingled 
much  with  Romanists,  and  listened  to 
the  public  preaching  of  their  priests,  in 
various  parts  of  our  country,  writes 
from  one  of  the  largest  Western  cities, 
thus : 

*'  The  priests  who  call  themselves  the 
exclusive  ministers  of  Christ,  keep  the 
word  of  Christ  from  the  people ;  and  the 
people,  who  think  that  they  only  are 
in  the  Church  of  God,  neither  search, 
nor  read,  nor  have  the  word  of  God. 
The  Protestant's  faith  is  the  theme  of 


the  Jesuit's  sermon  almost  every  Sun- 
day. The  Jesuits  are  ever  declaiming 
against  the  Christian  religion  as  pro- 
fessed by  Protestants.  I  have  gone  to 
hear  them,  and  from  the  way  they  speak 
of  it,  it  is  no  wonder  that  Papists  should 
be  prejudiced;  especially  when  we  know 
that  they  receive  as  infallible  truth,  every 
assertion  or  opinion,  which  the  priests 
may  bring  forward  in  their  capacity  as 
the  'priests  of  God.' 

"  They  will,  for  instance,  draw  a  hideous 
picture  of  Mormon  morality,  and  then 
charge  all  this  on  the  Protestant's  cher- 
ished right  of  private  judgment;  and 
make  it  appear  to  their  deluded  auditors, 
that  the  Evangelical  Christians  of  these 
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United  States,  and  all  over  the  globe,  are 
no  better  than  the  sensual  and  depraved 
followers  of  Joe  Smith.  They  will  then 
wind  up,  by  warning  their  flocks  against 
meddling  with  the  *  mysteries'  of  revela- 
tion— that  to  the  Church  alone  (by  which 
they  mean  the  hierarchy)  belongs  the 
right  to  interpret  the  Bible ;  which  is  as 
much  as  to  say — have  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  and  thus  plainly  setting  aside  the  word 
of  God,  that  they  may  keep  their  own  tra- 
dition." 


POPISH  REVIVALISTS  IN  PITISBURGH,  PA. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Sinclair,  our  Mission- 
ary in  Pittsburgh,  in  a  report  recently 
received,  says : 

"  We  have  lately  been  favored  in  this 
city  with  a  fair  specimen  of  a  Popish  *  revi- 
val meeting,'  which  was  continued  for  two 
weeks  in  the  Cathedral,  in  Grand  street. 
The  '  Rederaptorist  Fathers,'  three  of 
whom  are  said  to  be  'perverts'  to  Popery, 
were  in  daily  attendance,  morning  and 
evening,  and  often  throughout  the  whole 
day,  with  but  little  intermission.  This 
new  effort  on  the  part  of  Rome  *  to  get  up 
a  revival,'  and  so  cope  with  Protestants, 
is  termed  *the  mission  of  instruction;' 
and  to  give  a  due  eclat  to  the  enterprise, 
it  began  with  a  'high  mass,'  Bishop 
O'Connor  assisting,  in  cope  and  mitre. 
The  large  Cathedral  was  crowded  during 
these  services;  even  the  passages  were 
filled  up  with  men,  women,  and  children, 
kneeling,  gaping,  crossing  themselves,  and 
smiting  their  breasts. 

"The  attraction  which  this  mummery  of 
Popery  has  upon  intelligent  beings  is  most 
surprising.  And  we  should  be  indeed  un- 
able to  account  for  human  reason  becom- 
ing so  bewitched,  or  to  explain  how  men, 
in  possession  of  their  rational  faculties, 
could  be  carried  away  by  such  nonsense 
and  trumpery,  as  the  services  of  the  Mis- 
sions are,  if  Scripture  had  not  said  :  '  God 
shall  send  them  strong  delusions.'  The 
scenes  were  more  befitting  a  temple  and 
an  assembly  of  heathens  than  an  assembly 
of  persons  calling  themselves  Christians. 


*'  One  of  these  Redemptorists  commenced 
the  services  by  explaining  the  Rosary, 
which  is  now  reduced  to  one  half  the  size 
of  the  ancient  one.  The  ancient  rosary 
had  ten  decades,  or  one  hundred  and  ten 
beads.  The  one  now  most  generally  used 
has  only  Jive  decades,  or  fifty-five  beads, 
and  is  called  a  Chaplet.  He  afterwards 
recited  five  mysteries — the  whole  assem- 
bly responding.  The  mysteries  are  fifteen. 
They  are  divided  into  three  parts,  namely: 
ficejoyful,five  sorrowful^  and j^re  glorious. 
Among  the  latter  are  two  in  honor  of  the 
Virgin,  one  for  her  assumption,  and  one 
for  her  coronation  as  Queen  of  Heaven. 

"It  was  somewhat  amusing  to  see  the 
Father  rising  from  his  knees,  at  what  is 
called  the  altar,  and  reprimanding  the 
audience  most  lustily,  whenever  they  had 
failed  in  giving  the  responses  in  as  loud  a 
tone  as  he  wanted ;  for  the  fatherly  rebuke 
acted  on  the  whole  assembly  like  a  shock 
of  electricity.  After  it  for  a  season  they 
roared  out,  until  (as  the  Pittslurgh  Catho- 
lic expressed  it)  the  roar  became  as  '  the 
roaring  of  a  cataract.' 

"The  mission  seems  to  be  a  lucrative 
speculation  for  these  Fathers.  The  poor 
sheep  have  been  shorn  by  its  merchandise, 
such  as  mission  books,  crucifixes,  pictures, 
and  rosaries,  which  are  neither  food  for 
soul  nor  body.  Satan  could  not  have  hit 
upon  a  more  effectual  means  of  uncJiris- 
tianizing  the  masses  that  have  been  in 
daily  attendance  on  these  Romish  Mission- 
aries of  the  Redemptorist  Order,  than 
what  they  have  been  doing  during  the 
last  two  weeks.  Their  articles  were 
offered  for  sale  in  no  less  than  five  places, 
and  purchased  with  amazing  eagerness  by 
the  multitude — the  wretched  victims  of 
Papal  credulity.  Rosaries  were  offered 
for  sale  for  12^  cts.  and  upwards  ;  Mis- 
sion books,  recommended  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  New-York,  for  50  cts.  and 
upwards,  even  to  $3  ;  crucifixes,  and 
medals  of  different  sizes  and  materials,  for 
various  prices.  Holy  water  was  also  in 
much  demand  at  the  Cathedral,  for  the 
consecration  of  trinkets  and  shrines  of  the 
'  Scarlet  Lady.'    And  the  confessors  were 
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busily  engaged  in  relieving  the  burdened 
minds  of  young  and  old,  for  the  sake  of 
*the  indulgences'  which  are  specially 
connected  with  the  use  and  possession  of 
these  rosaries. 

"  Such  is  the  mission  of  Antichrist,  which 
was  held  recently  in  this  city,  and  with  so 
much  interest  to  a  large  class  of  citizens. 
Of  a  truth,  Rome,  with  its  idolatry  and 
superstition,  is  rampant  amongst  us. 

"  But  notwithstanding  all  these  eflforts  to 
fan  the  dying  embers,  and  revive  the  wan- 
ing zeal  of  the  lukewarm  in  the  ranks  of 
Popery,  they  do  not  appear  to  have  had 
the  least  effect  upon  the  individuals  who 
have  begun  to  think  for  themselves,  nor 
upon  the  parents,  who  have  sent  their 
children  to  the  mission-school  I  am 
much  encouraged  in  my  efforts  to  gather 
together  these  neglected  children  on  the 
Lord's  day,  instead  of  leaving  them  to  run 
unrestrained  on  the  streets  as  they  did 
before  the  school  was  opened.  Romish 
parents  have  once  and  again  thanked  me 
for  establishing  the  school.  • 

"  The  school-room  is  too  small ;  we  are 
much  crowded.  The  teachers  can  scarcely 
do  justice  to  their  classes,  owing  to  their 
crowded  condition,  and  the  diflBculty  of 
keeping  order  among  boys  unaccustomed 
to  restraint.  To  have  them  under  a  pro- 
per control,  much  time  and  patience  and 
kindness  are  required  on  the  part  of 
teachers  and  superintendent.  On  Sabbath, 
the  21st  of  October,  there  were  seventy 
scholars  present.  Last  Sabbath,  the  28th, 
there  were  only  forty  present.  I  supposed 
that  the  Redemptorist  Mission  might  be 
the  cause  of  the  absence,  and  on  Monday 
I  visited  various  families,  and  found  my 

suspicion  groundless.     'Mrs.  G  's  five 

children  were  absent,  and  I  found  that 
they  had  nothing  to  eat  all  the  day.  She 
is  suffering  some  persecution  from  her 
relatives,  because  she  would  not  send  her 
children  to  the  Redemptorist  meetings.  It 
is  not  an  easy  task  for  me  to  carry  on  this 
good  work  under  my  particular  disadvan- 
tages. I  am  in  want  of  books  and  papers. 
The  Young  Men's  Bible  Society  supply  me 
with  New  Testaments.    I  have  purchased 


some  Sabbath-school  Primers.  I  need 
three  times  as  many  more,  and  having  no 
means  to  procure  them,  the  difficulty  in- 
creases by  the  increase  of  scholars.  Second- 
hand garments  for  boys  and  girls,  I  need 
very  much." 


ROMAKIST-SPIES,  AND  THE  LAITY'S 
FEAR. 

Our  Irish  missionary  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  where  he  is  doing  a  good 
work,  says : 

"  In  my  missionary  labors  through  the 
city,  I  feel  encouraged  by  the  interest 
manifested  by  some,  in  the  truths  of  the 
Bible :  sometimes  according  to  invitation 
a  few  visit  my  house,  where  I  preach  to 
them,  or  rather  simply  converse  with 
them  on  the  subject  of  salvation  as  re- 
vealed in  God's  word,  and  as  compared 
with  the  teaching  of  their  own  Church 
upon  it.  It  is  very  difficult  to  get  them 
to  attend. 

"The  Irish  in  this  city,  (especially  the 
Romanists  among  whom  I  labor,)  so  far  as 
regards  their  social  relations,  are  a  people 
by  themselves ;  and  although  many  of 
them  like  the  Americans,  and  speak  well 
of  them,  yet  because  of  the  spies  and 
EMISSARIES  of  Romc,  '  whosc  name  is  Le- 
gion,' and  who  are  all  about,  they  arc 
afraid  to  be  seen  attending  Protestant 
houses  or  places  of  worship,  and  hence 
the  necessity  of  having  the  Gospel  brought 
home  to  their  own  firesides,  and  preached 
to  them  from  house  to  house. 

"A  marked  instance  of  this  fear  and  es- 
pionage came  under  my  observation  a  few 
days  ago,  in  one  of  my  customary  rounds. 
I  happened  to  call  at  a  house,  which  I 
nad  visited  before,  occasionally;  but  the 
family  had  left,  and  were  succeeded  by 
another,  who  knew  not  me  nor  my  business. 
After  s  few  words,  however,  I  soon  found 
that  half  (the  younger  half  too,  consisting 
of  a  little  boy  and  two  girls,  the  eldest  of 
whom  could  not  have  been  much  more 
than  twelve  years)  had  just  arrived  from 
'  old  Ireland.'  I  congratulated  the  mother 
on  the  safe  arrival  of  her  little  ones,  and 
then  told  her  of  our  Sabbath-school,  and 
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that  she  could  not  do  better  than  to  send 
her  children  there — that  we  would  teach 
them,  and  do  them  good,  without  money 
or  price. 

"  She  seemed  highly  pleased  with  the 
offer,  and  said  she  would  send  them  next 
day,  (Sunday.)  One  of  her  neighbors, 
however,  who  happened  to  be  present, 
and  who  seemed  to  be  an  adept  in  Romish 
doctrine  and  duty,  told  her  at  once  that  it 
was  against  the  laws  of  Mother  Church, 
and  that  she  would  incur  the  displeasure 
of  the  priest,  by  sending  her  children  to  a 
Protestant  school. 

"  The  mother's  mind  seemed  to  struggle 
for  a  while  between  fear  and  dutij — fear 
for  the  priest,  and  duty  towards  her  child- 
ren, when  at  length  tlie  fear  of  the  priest 
prevailed,  and  she  said,  with  a  sigh,  that 
she  could  not  at  present  send  them,  and 
that  she  was  sorry.  I  could  say  no  more. 
I  took  out  my  Testament  and  read  for 
them  some  striking  passages  about  the 
liberty  of  Christ's  children,  and  the  free 
and  full  salvation  which  he  had  purchased 
for  them  by  his  own  blood  ;  and  showed 
them  that  no  man,  priest  or  minister, 
should  come  between  us  and  this  great 
salvation.  I  then  left  them,  beseeching 
God  that  he  would  open  their  eyes  to  see 
the  wickedness  of  that  system,  that  thus 
debars  them  and  their  children  from  the 
pure  and  elevating  influence  of  the  teach- 
ing of  God's  word. 

"  This  is  but  one  instance  out  of  many, 
of  *  the  fear  and  bondage'  in  which  many 
live,  as  regards  their  religious  duty,  and 
also  of  the  close  watch  kept  by  the  more 
bigoted  on  those  who  are  or  may  be  in- 
clined to  do  right." 


ENCOXTRAGEMENT  TO  FAITHFUL  LABOE. 

.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Jahncke,  our  Mis- 
sionary to  the  Germans  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  in  a  late  report  thus  writes  : 

"Since  I  commenced  my  operations  on 
this  field,  I  have  often  had  cause  to  mourn 
and  lament,  on  account  of  the  deplorable 
condition  of  my  countrymen,  both  in  a 
moral  and  religious  point  of  view. 


"  Very  many  I  have  found  who  live  as 
regardless  of  the  interests  of  their  souls, 
and  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  as  though 
this  world  was  their  home.  Even  among 
professors  of  religion,  and  so-called  mem- 
bers of  the  Church,  it  is  common  to  see 
the  Lord's  day  violated,  and  to  find  the 
use  of  profane  language,  and  the  name  of 
the  Lord  taken  in  vain. 

"While  ball-rooms  and  theatres  are 
crowded,  the  places  of  divine  worship  are 
proportionally  little  frequented.  While 
infidelity,  sensuahty,  and  the  superstitions 
of  Popery  seem  to  countenance  each  other, 
the  German  press  is  ever  willing  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  in  this  great  work  of  demor- 
alization. And  even  among  those  in- 
trusted to  my  care,  I  found  that  vital 
godliness  to  some  was  yet  a*  stranger. 
Nevertheless,  my  time  and  strength  have 
not  been  spent  for  naught. 

"At  first  I  found  it  diflScult  to  gain 
access  to  the  hearts  of  those  whom,  in  my 
visits  from  house  to  house,  I  reminded  of 
the^depravity  of  the  human  heart,  the 
evils  of  sin,  and  the  atonement  made 
through  Christ.  But  by  the  help  of  God, 
I  have  gained  the  love  and  confidence  of 
many,  who  are  now,  by  his  grace,  deter- 
mined to  serve  him,  and  to  work  out  their 
souls'  salvation. 

"Our  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath 
are  well  attended.  Where  formerly,  at 
times,  but  half  a  dozen^  and  even  less, 
composed  the  whole  congregation,  there 
are  now  from  one  to  two  hundred  in  regulai* 
attendance. 

"  A  goodly  number  of  Romanists  have 
been  induced  to  listen  occasionally  to 
evangelical  preaching.  Some  begin  to 
doubt  the  supremacy  of  the  Pope,  the  in- 
fallibility of  the  Church,  the  sanctity  of 
the  priesthood,  and  the  propriety  of  Popish 
mummeries,  in  connection  with  the  great 
work  for  eternity. 

"An  old  lady,  who  was  born  and 
brought  up  in  the  Romish  Church,  in- 
formed me  the  other  day,  with  an  air  of 
joy,  that  she  had  attended  our  Church  for 
several  evenings  to  her  entire  satisfaction, 
that  she  no  more  believed  in  the  nonsense 
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of  her  Church.  And  though  she  ran  the 
risk  of  being  excommunicated,  she  would 
meet  with  us  often. 

"Our  English  Sunday-school  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  averaging  about  170 
scholars,  with  25  teachers,  and  143  vol- 
umes in  the  library.  The  German  Sun- 
day-school is  comparatively  small,  aver- 
aging 30  scholars,  5  teachers,  and  36  vol- 
umes in  the  library." 


THE  WORK  ADVANCING. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Leo  continues  his 
labors  in  New-England.  He  has  vis- 
ited many  of  its  towns  and  cities,  and 
lectured  to  many  thousands  of  his 
Roman  Catholic  countrymen,  who  have 
heard  him  with  great  pleasure  and 
profit.  By  the  results  of  the  effort, 
therefore,  it  is  demonstrated  that  the 
Papal  population  of  the  country  are 
not  beyond  the  reach  of  the  means  in- 
trusted to  evangelical  Christians.  Ro- 
manists may  be  induced  to  hear,  and 
by  hearing  may  be  led  to  renounce  the 
errors  which  they  have  cherished  from 
their  childhood,  and  to  receive  the  Gos- 
pel. 

The  signs  are  very  favorable  in  re- 
spect to  them,  and  the  following  report 
will  be  read  with  interest,  as  setting 
forth  an  awakening  spirit  of  inquiry, 
both  among  Protestants  and  Roman- 
ists. Let  there  be  light,  and  our  fears 
in  regard  to  Romanism  will  quickly 
subside.    In  his  report  Mr.  Leo  says : 

"  The  work  which  I  was  sent  to  New- 
buryport  to  perform  is  just  finished. 

"  There  are  about  two  thousand  Roman 
Catholics  here,  and  here,  as  everywhere, 
the  major  part  of  that  number,  under  the 
complete  control  of  their  priest.  The  min- 
isters of  the  Gospel  here  were  very  desir- 
ous that  I  should  begin  my  public  labors 
among  my  Roman  Catholic  countrymen  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  for  that  purpose 
quite  a  large  Hall  (Market  Hall)  was  ob- 


tained. But  owing  to  the  crowds  that  as- 
sembled to  hear  the  lectures,  Market  Hall 
was  soon  found  too  small  to  afford  the  ac- 
commodation required,  and  the  rest  of  the 
course  was  delivered  in  the  large  City 
Hall.  Over  two  thousand  persons  assem- 
bled to  hear  each  lecture,  and  among  them 
a  very  large  number  of  Romanists.  The 
Mayor  of  the  city  assured  me  one  evening 
after  my  lecture,  that  he  was  certain  two 
hundred  Roman  Catholics  were  present 
that  evening.  I  Tcnow  that  every  intelli- 
gent, candid  Roman  Catholic  in  Newbury- 
port  heard  my  lectures,  and  I  Tcnoic  that 
on  the  minds  of  that  class  an  impression, 
decidedly  favorable  to  our  Protestant 
Faith,  has  been  made. 

"The  ministers  and  church  members 
with  whom  I  have  conversed  here,  all  as- 
sure me  that  the  lectures  have  done  great 
good  in  the  Protestant  community,  by  fully 
holding  up  and  candidly  discussing  the 
various  errors  in  the  Romish  scheme  of 
doctrine. 

"I  am  happy  to  report,  that  during  the 
entire  month  which  I  spent  in  Newbury- 
port,  carrying  on  this  work,  not  the  slight- 
est disturbance  took  place,  either  at  the 
lectures  or  afterwards.  I  visited  several 
Roman  Catholic  families,  in  which  we  en- 
gaged in  many  profitable  conversations  on 
the  subject  of  religion,  and  in  all  of  which  I 
found  a  very  friendly  feeling  toward  my- 
self, personally.  The  ministers  of  all  the 
evangelical  denominations  rendered  me 
their  utmost  assistance,  and  in  the  kindliest 
manner.  Nowhere  has  our  Society  warmer 
friends  than  in  Newburyport. 


CHURCH  EDmCE-A  GOOD  BEGINNING. 

The  Rev.  P.  J.  Hof,  who  labors 
among  the  French  and  German  Ro- 
manists in  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  a  re- 
cent report,  says : 

*'I  send  you  my  present  report,  having 
my  heart  filled  with  joy  and  thankfulness. 
New  measures  have  been  taken  by  our 
American  friends  and  ourselves,  to  build 
for  us  a  house  of  worship.  At  the  begin- 
ning I  was  troubled  about  it.    I  feared 
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that  it  might  not  be  the  will  of  God  that 
we  should  build  a  house,  in  our  present 
circumstances.  I  prayed  that  He  would 
show  me  his  will."  (The  Missionary  here 
recites  an  interesting  series  of  events  by 
which  it  seemed  clear  that  it  was  proper 
to  go  forward  in  collecting  the  means  to 
erect  a  house  of  worship,  and  continues)  : 

"  I  began  my  collection.  The  first  per- 
son I  visited  received  me  kindly,  and  pro- 
mised me  ($50)  fifty  dollars.  *  I  give  you 
this,'  said  she,  *  to  encourage  you,  for  you 
will  have  much  trouble  to  collect  money 
among  our  folks  just 'now.'  In  another 
visit  I  paid  the  good  lady,  she  doubled  her 
subscription,  and  headed  my  list  with 
($100)  a  hundred  dollars.  May  the  Lord 
bless  her  abundantly.  But  there  are 
many  others  who  love  the  Mission  among 
the  French  and  German  population  here. 
And  I  only  add  that  ($300)  three  hundred 
doHars  are  already  subscribed,  and  many 
promises  are  made  to  us  by  Americans, 
Frenchmen,  and  Germans. 

"  You  may  think  that  I  spend  my  whole 
time  in  the  work  of  collecting  money,  and 
that  the  work  of  evangelizing  the  people 
is  neglected.  It  is  not  so ;  for  I  visit  every 
house  without  distinction,  when  I  enter  a 
street,  and  in  that  wa/,  I  meet  both  Pro- 
testants and  Romanists,  and  have  full  op- 
portunity to  fulfill  my  work  of  preaching 
the  Gospel.  I  hope  for  great  things  among 
this  people,  for  I  have  free  access  to  them. 
There  is  a  great  number  of  persons  who 
long  to  have  our  house  of  worship  com- 
pleted. 

"  My  Sabbath-school  of  German  child- 
ren gives  me  great  encouragement.  I 
have  obtained  some  subscriptions  for  our 
Church,  of  German  Roman  Catholics.  Our 
meetings,  also,  held  among  the  French, 
and  in  the  French  language,  continue  to 
be  interesting." 


REV.  MR.  WELSH  AND    THE  ONEIDA 
ASSOCIATION. 

Rev.  Dr.  Fairchild  :  Dear  Sir  :  Al- 
though I  wrote  you  on  Monday  last,  stat- 
ing particulars  connected  with  my  labors, 
I  write  again,  to  communicate  the  action 


of  the  Oneida  Association.  By  invitation 
from  three  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  I  went  yesterday 
to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Min- 
isters of  the  Utica  District,  in  New-Hart- 
ford. The  district  comprises  about  thirty 
ministers.  I  was  introduced  to  the  meet- 
ing and  given  an  opportunity  to  address 
the  members  upon  the  subject  of  the  object, 
operations,  and  wants  of  the  American  and 
Foreign  Christian  Union.  My  address 
was  received  with  kindness  and  much  in- 
terest, and  at  its  close  the  following  minute 
was  unanimously  adopted,  namely : 

"PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 

"  WJiereas,  we  have  listened  with  great 
pleasure  and  profit  to  the  remarks  of  the  Rev. 
Brother  "Welsh,  on  the  subject  of  his  mission : 

*'  1.  Resolved,  That  we  highly  appreciate  the 
object  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian 
Union,  to  evangelize  and  win  to  Christ  the 
Papists  of  the  old  world,  and  of  these  United 
States  and  Territories.    And  further 

"2.  Resolved^  That  we,  the  preachers  of  the 
Oneida  District  Association,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  do  cordially  invite  the  Rev. 
Mr.  "Welsh,  Missionary  in  the  employ  of  that 
Society,  to  our  pulpits  and  fields  of  labor,  for 
the  promotion  of  the  essential  objects  of  said 
Society. 

"D.  Cobb,  ^ 
(Signed)     "  C.  Blakesle,  v  Committee. 
"L.  D.  Davis,  ) 
"New-Hartford,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  14,  1855." 
Very  respectfully  yours,  etc., 

M.  Welsh. 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  ^'ov.  15,  1855. 


THE  SYNOD  OF  ONONDAGA. 

The  following  resolution,  in  behalf 
of  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian 
Union,  was  adopted  by  the  Synod  of 
Onondaga,  at  its  session  in  Cortland- 
ville,  October  10th,  1855  : 

"  Inasmuch  as  this  Society  occupies  a 
most  important  position  in  the  great  field 
of  Missionary  effort,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Church  has  not  only 
called  us  to  make  special  efforts  in  this 
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direction,  but  has,  thus  far,  most  happily 
succeeded  the  labors  of  the  Society: 

Besolvcd,  That  we  cordially  approve 
of  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian 
Union,  and  recommend  it  to  the  prayers 
and  annual  contributions  of  our  churches." 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  our 
readers  again  to  this  Library,  arranged 
especially  for  the  more  advanced 
classes  in  Sabbath-schools.  It  is  not 
suited  to  young  children,  whose  intel- 
lectual faculties  are  not  developed,  nor 
does  the  Board  offer  it  to  schools  for 
the  use  of  such  pupils.  It  is  for  those 
who  are  coming  near  to  maturity,  and 
must  soon  give  direction  to  affliirs  of 
Church  and  State.  They  should  pos- 
sess and  study  it,  for  Romanism  can 
no  longer  be  ignored.  It  is  crowded 
by  its  friends  upon  all  parts  of  the 
nation,  and  our  youth  should  under- 
stand it,  if  they  are  to  be  guarded 
against  its  power.  A  catalogue  of  the 
books  contained  in  the  library  may  be 
seen  on  the  outside  of  the  cover  of  the 


Magazine.  Orders  sent  to  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Vernon  at  the  office  for  it,  will  be 
promptly  executed. 


TO  OTJR  PATRONS. 

The  terms  of  this  publication  contem- 
plate payment  in  advance,  and  where  they 
are  not  complied  with,  embarrassment 
is  imposed  upon  the  Board.  To  avoid  this, 
bills  were  sent  in  the  December  number 
to  those  who  were  in  arrears,  and  also  to 
others,  for  the  volume  just  commenced. 
Returns  have  been  received  from  many,  to 
whom  we  tender  our  thanks.  And  now 
that  we  may  begin  the  year  fairly,  and  be 
able  to  make  intelligent  calculations  in  re- 
gard to  the  amount  of  our  issues,  we  re- 
spectfully request  our  friends  who  have 
not  responded  to  our  call,  to  allow  us  to 
hear  from  them  on  the  subject  at  an  early 
day.  Now  is  the  time  to  subscribe.  The 
seventh  volume  is  just  begun,  and  the  na- 
tion had  never  so  deep  an  interest  in  the 
subject  connected  with  our  labors  as  at 
this  moment.  "We  trust  therefore  that 
our  friends  will  not  only  encourage  us  as 
heretofore,  but  will  take  some  special  pains 
to  increase  our  subscription-list  and  aug- 
ment our  power  of  doing  good.  "We  will 
wait  with  interest  to  hear  from  them. 


NOTICES    OF  BOOKS. 


From  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Publica- 
tion, No.  265  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia, 
we  have  received  the  following  works  : 

1.  Seriioxs  AMD  Essays,  by  the  Tex- 

NEXTS  AND  THEIR  COXTEilPORARIES.     This  is 

a  duodecimo  volume  of  374  pages,  compris- 
ing twelve  discourses  on  various  theological 
subjects,  namely :  the  Justice,  the  Mercy,  the 
Grace  of  G-od;  the  Wisdom  of  God  in  Re- 
demption, Predestination,  Regeneration;  the 
means  of  grace ;  God's  sovereignty  no  objection 
to  the  sinner's  striving ;  the  principle  of  sin 
and  holiness;  the  spiritual  conflict  and  the 
madness  of  Mankind. 
These  subjects  are  ably  discussed  by  their 


respective  writers,  the  Rev.  Gilbert,  Wnham, 
and  John  Tennent,  Samuel  and  John  Blair, 
and  Drs.  Robert  Smith  and  Samuel  Fiuley. 
As  these  worthy  men  were  of  the  Calvinistic 
School  in  theology,  these  productions  of  their 
pens  partake  strongly  of  the  same  doctrine- 
They  are  written  in  the  style  of  the  age  in 
which  their  authors  lived.  The  sentiments  are 
generally  clearly  and  strongly  stated,  and  the 
reader  will  seldom  find  himself  at  a  loss  to  de- 
termine their  meaning,  "^"'ithout  indorsing  all 
the  expressions  found  in  them,  we  commend 
the  volume  to  the  Christian  community  as  con- 
stituting a  valuable  accession  to  a  theological 
library. 

2.  ilEMOIRS,  IXCLUDIXG  LETTERS  AXD  SELECT 
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Remains  of  John  Urqtjuaet,  late  of  the 
University  of  St.  Andrews.  By  "William 
Orme,  with  a  Prefatory  Notice  and  Ee- 
commendation  by  alexander  duff,  d.d., 
LL.D.  The  subject  of  tMs  book,  though 
called  from  earthly  scenes  at  the  early  age  of 
eighteen  and  a  half  years,  accomplished  more  in 
religious  life  than  many  who  hve  the  whole 
period  usually  allotted  to  man  in  tliis  world. 
He  was  a  remarkable  youth,  and  while  pos- 
sessed of  uncommon  powers  of  intellect,  was 
distinguished  by  an  irrepressible  desire  to  en- 
gage in  the  work  of  missions  among  the  hea- 
then. His  letters  and  essays  on  hterary, 
moral,  and  reUgious  topics,  preserved  in  this 
memoir,  will  be  read  with  interest ;  and  can 
not  faO,  we  think,  to  exert  a  salutary  influence 
in  behalf  of  evangelical  rehgion,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  cause  of  Missions.  The  Board 
have  done  a  good  service  in  offering  this  im- 
proved edition  to  the  public ;  which  is  com- 
prised in  a  12  mo  volume  of  420  pages,  well 
got  up  with  good  paper  and  clear  type. 

3.  The  Old  and  New  Theology;  or,  the 
Doctrinal  Differences  which  have  agi- 
tated   AND    DIVIDED    THE  PRESBYTERIAN 

Church.  By  James  Wood,  D.D.  A  12mo 
of  262  pages.  It  contains  much  information 
of  deep  interest  to  the  denominations,  is  writ- 
ten with  considerable  abihty  and  adaptation 
to  the  end  in  view — a  justification  of  the  dis- 
ruption of  the  denomination  in  1837 — a  mat- 
ter, we  take  it,  that  all  Christians  must  deplore, 
although  God  may  overrule  it  at  last  for  the 
advancement  of  his  cause  in  the  world.  Many 
of  the  paragraphs  of  the  book  we  think  need 
to  be  taken  with  considerable  allowance,  and 
should  be  read  in  connection  with  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Judd's  book  on  the  same  general  subject. 

4.  Life  Sketches  from  Scottish  Histo- 
ry ;  or.  Brief  Biographies  of  the  Scottish 
Presbyterian  Worthies.  A  neat  18mo 
volume  of  144  pages.  It  contains  a  short  ac- 
count of  eighteen  eminent  men  who  acted 
important  parts  in  Scotland  in  the  15th,  16th, 
and  17  th  centuries,  in  the  defense  and  illus- 
tration of  evangelical  religion,  and  must  be 
acceptable  to  all  Protestants,  especially  to,  the 
youth  for  whose  benefit  it  seems  prepared. 

5.  Learning  to  Converse.  An  ISmo  of 
180  pages.  The  subject  of  this  volume  is  of 
great  importance,  yet  much  overlooked  m  the 
family  circle,  and  in  our  educational  institu- 
tions. The  book  is  written  in  an  attractive 
form,  well  suited  to  the  capacities  of  children. 


and  to  theu-  improvement  in  the  valuable  as 
well  as  ornamental  accompHslunent — conver- 
sational power.  It  should  have  a  wide  circu- 
lation. It  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  every  fami- 
ly. WhOe  adapted  to  benefit  children  and 
youth,  its  perusal  if  not  study  would  be  use- 
ful to  many  of  adult  years.  We  cheerfully 
cormnend  it  to  aU  classes. 

6.  Suggestions  on  the  Religious  In- 
struction OF  the  Negroes  in  the  Southern 
States.  Together  with  an  Appendix  con- 
taining Forms  of  Church  Registers,  Form 
of  a  Constitution,  ant)  Plans  of  Differ- 
ent Denominations  of  Christians.  By  C.  C. 
Jones,  D.D.  This  is  an  18mo  of  132  pages, 
(paper  cover.)  containing  a  great  amount  of 
valuable  information  on  a  subject  of  vast  im- 
portance to  the  American  people — the  instruc- 
tion and  evangelization  of  the  colored  people 
of  the  South.  Its  appearance  is  timely,  and 
its  general  circulation  must  do  good. 

7.  Tracts.  Nos.  170,  174,  175,  176,  and 
177,  of  the  Series  pubhshed  by  the  Board, 
having  the  following  titles,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  numbers.  Campellism,  its  Rise, 
Progress,  Character,  and  Influence ;  by  Rev. 
N.  L.  Rice,  D.D.  The  Glory  of  Woman  is  the 
Fear  of  the  Lord ;  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Jones,  D.D. 
The  Exigencies  of  the  Church,  a  Tract  for  the 
Times ;  by  a  New-England  Pastor.  The  Dying 
Irish  Girl.  The  Village  Carpenter;  or,  Usefiil- 
ness  in  Humble  Life;  by  a  Canadian  Mer- 
chant. 

These  are  excellent  tracts,  adapted  at  once 
to  the  advancement  of  evangelical  rehgion 
and  of  the  welfare  of  society  in  general. 
They  can  not  be  prayerfaUy  and  seriously  read 
without  profit. 

8.  Ten  Years  among  the  Mail  Bags  ;  or, 
Notes  from  the  Diary  of  a  Special 
Agent  of  the  Post-Office  Department. 
By  J.  HoLBROOK.  With  Illustrations. 
Philadelphia:  H.  Cowperthwait  &  Co.  1855. 

This  is  a  duodecimo  volume  of  432  pages, 
containing  weU-written  narratives  of  the  de- 
tection, arrest,  and  punishment  of  official  de- 
linquents in  the  mail  service,  and  of  others 
engaged  in  robbing  the  mails,  or  practising 
fi-auds  through  them.  Several  of  the  narra- 
tives are  enlivened  by  pictorial  illustrations, 
which  add  much  to  their  interest.  The  intro- 
duction contains  brief  biographical  sketches, 
and  the  portrait  of  each  of  the  Postmasters 
General  from  the  organization  of  the  govern- 
ment to  the  present  time ;  and  the  supplement- 
ary chapter,  relating  to  "Missing  Letters,"  etc., 
and  "  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  De- 
partment, founded  on  Existing  Statutes  of 
Congress,"  add  much  to  the  value  of  the  work. 
It  is  a  very  interesting  volume,  and  we  antici- 
pate for  it  a  large  sale. 

"Light  and  Love;"  A  Sketch  of  the  Life 
and  Labors  of  the  Rev.  Justin  Edwards, 
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D.D.,  the  Evangelical  Pastor,  the  Advocate 
of  Temperance,  the  Sabbath,  and  the  Bible. 
By  Rev.  William  A.  Hallock.  Published  by 
the  American  Tract  Society.  Dr.  Edwards 
was  a  wise  man.  When  he  wrestled  with  an 
adversary,  he  always  held  him,  to  use  one 
of  his  own  expressions,  "with  a  stiff  wrist, 
and  a  limber  elbow."  He  was  a  good  man. 
"When  he  fought,  even  if  it  was  with  the  devil, 


he  wielded  none  but  those  angelic  weapons, 
whose  names  were  his  ov^ti  motto,  "Light 
and  love."  He  was  a  iLseful  man.  He  was  full 
of  work,  and  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of 
the  day  owe  him  an  exalted  place  in  their 
memorials.  Mr.  Secretary  Hallock  has  great- 
ly increased  his  own  usefulness  by  perpet- 
uating in  this  excellent  biography  the  memory 
of  liis  excellent  friend. 


Utctiip  1 0 


ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  AMERICAN  AND  FOEEIGN  CHEISTIAN  UNION,  FKOM  THE  1st  OF 
NOVEMBEE,  TO  THE  1st  OF  DECEMBEE,  1S55. 


Mahte. 

Brewer.   1st  Cong.  Ch.,  add.  and  in  full,  to 
make  Thos.  Gragg,  Esq.  L.  M.,  $  6  00 

New-Hampsihee. 

Dover.   Cong.  Ch.,  in  full  to  make  Eev.  B.  F. 

Parsons,  L.  M.,   20  05 

Great  Falls.   Cong.  Ch.,  towards  L.  M.  of  Miss 

Mary  A.  Eichards,   10  00 

Hopkinton.   Cong.  Ch.,  to  make  Eev.  Marshall 

B.  Angler,  L.  M.,   35  00 

Manchester.    1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Hiram  Brown, 

in  full  L.  M.,  $10;  others,  to  make  Daniel 

Parmer  L.  M.,  $36.82,   46  82 

Franklm-st.  Ch.,  David  Gillis,  in  part,  L.  M., 

$15;  A.  W.  Sanborn,  $5  ;  others,  $32.66,. . ..  52  66 

Vermont. 

^t.  Johnsbury.   2d  Cong.  Ch.,  178  13 

South  Cong.  Ch  ,  173  IS 

Massachttsetts. 

ridgeport.   2d  Evan.  Cong.  Ch.,  per  Eev. 

IS.  Jones,   12  00 

'lampton.   Payson  Ch.,   69  39 

•St.   Miss'y  Soc.  of  Amherst  Col.,  per  Jas. 

ates.  Treasurer,    31  25 

ro\  Cong,  Ch.,  to  make  Lorenzo  B. 
)ur,  Sanford  Bobtuson,   and  Levi  R. 

-ins,  L.  Ms.,.   90  55 

and.   Cong.  Ch.,  in  full  to  make  Eev, 

^1  W.  PickardL.  M,,   15  25 

town.   Cong.  Ch,,  in  full  to  make  Eich- 

""enny  L.  M.,   17  00 

juglass.    Cong.  Ch.,  a  bal.,   5  00 

mesbury.   Cong.  Ch.,  to  make  Dr.  Ben- 
Atkinson  L.  M.,   37  43 

•d.   Cong.  Ch.,  to  make  John  J.  Carter 

,   84  50 

Evan.  Cong.  Ch.,   4  00 

"g.  Evan.  Cong.  Ch.,   70 

..    Lawrence-st  Ch.,   52  52 

ibridge.   Evan.  Cong.  Ch,,  in  full  to 

'ev.  Jos.  L.  Bennett,  L.  M   15  76 

A  Friend,  birth-day  thank  offering,, . .    5  00 

ille.    Cong.  Ch.,   25  00 

Falls.   Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Smith,  in  full  of 

  25  00 

^uryport.   Temple-st.  Cong.  Ch.,   83  00 

»>''hitefield  Cons.  Ch.,  to  make  the  Eev.  Saml. 

J.  Spaulding  L.li.,   26  00 

1st  Presb.  Ch.,  to  make  Jas.  Caldwell  L.  M         60  00 

RU0DE-ISI.A.ND. 

Little  Compton.  Cong.  Ch.,   35  00 


Connecticut. 

Hartford.   L.  Wilcox's  annuity,  $25  00 

Norwich.   1st  Cong.  Ch.,   50  50 

Greenwich  Cong.  Ch.,   14  36 

Greenwich.   2d  Cong.  Ch.,  in  part   80  00 

Stoniugton.   Maria  Hart,  §4 ;  a  Friend  to  the 

cause,  $1,   5  00 

Bethlehem.   U.  Maynard,   100 

Greenville.   Cong.  Ch.,   2  00 

Greenwich.   2d  Cong.  Ch.,  bal,,  12  00 

New-Toek, 
Durham.  1st  Presb.  Ch.,  add.  and  in  full  to 

make  Zenas  Whittlesey  a  L.  M.,   10  00 

Goshen.   Dr.  Jonas  Crane,   20  00 

HornellsviUe.   Presb.  Ch.,   7  26 

M.  E.  Ch.,   4  19 

Dansville.   Presbyterian  Friends, .    19  00 

M.  E.  Ch.,   3  00 

Newark.   Presb.  Ch.,   14  30 

A.  F.  Cressy,  bal.  for  L.  M.,  $10 ;  J.  A.  Mil- 
ler, 2d  instal.  for  L.  M.,  $5;  S.  K.Wil- 
liams, $2,   17  00 

Clvde.   Presb.  Ch.,   8  50 

M:eth.Ch.,   2  87 

Bapt.  Ch.,  in  part,   1  00 

Fishkill.   Eef.  Dutch  Ch.,   31  13 

Presb.  Ch.,  in  part,  16  00 

Mrs,  C.  F.  Kirk,  to  make  her  husband,  Eev. 

Wm.  H.  Ku-k,  L.  D.,  100  00 

Brooklyn.  Church  of  the  Pilgrims,  Dr.  Storrs,  86  58 
Marbletown.    Eef.  D.  Ch.,  Eev.  J.  L.  McNair,  16  14 

Lyons.   A  Toung  Man,   1  00 

Florida.   Presb.  Ch.,  Eev.  Mr.  Piersons,   51  50 

Presb.  Ch.,  Eev.  Mr,  Wescotts,   5  71 

N.  Y,  City.   Bequest  of  Mr.  Acheson  by  Archi- 
bald Wilson,  Esq.,  Executor,  300  00 

Clark's  Factory.   Samuel  Lockheart,   0  50 

Stockholm,   Julius  Hulburd,  add.  for  L,  M, . . .  10100 

Manlius.   Presb.  Ch.,  in  part,   9  43 

Fayetteville.   Presb.  Ch.,  in  part,  15  59 

Sauquoit.   $30  from  D.  J.  Millard,  Esq.,  to 

make  Prest.  Sab.  School  a  L.  M, ;  $5  from  Mi-s. 

D,  J.  Millard ;  $4.50  add.  from  Presb.  Ch        39  50 

Malone.  To  complete  L.  M,  of  Eev.  J.  E.  Hcr- 

rick,  and  to  make  the  Sabb.  School  of  Presb. 

Ch.  a  L.  M   34  00 

New-Hartford,   J,  S.  Kellogg,   100 

Fort  Covington.   Bal.,   8  00 

Eodman.   In  part,  which  completes  L.  M.  of 

Eev.  D.  Spear,   13  00 

Utica.   Miss  E.  Kelly,   5  00 

Eef.  Dutch  Ch.,   64  60 

Albany.   1st  Eef.  Prot  Dutch  Church  per  J  .C. 

Vanschoonhaven,   23  85 

Amsterdam.    Bapt  Ch.,     8  15 

New- York  mis.   M.  E.  Ch   4  00 

Sauquoit.   D.  J.  Millard,  Esq.,   10  00 

M.  E.  Ch.,   4  19 
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Gloversville.   M.  E.  Church  $22  00 

Bapt.  Ch.,   5  59 

Morrissania.    George  Pollock,   5  00 

Palmyra.  Presb.  Ch.,   7  04 

Albt.  Jessup,  toward  L.  M.,  $10;  Samuel 

Petit,  *2 ;  Joel  Foster,  $1,  13  00 

Bapt.  Ch.,   3  00 

Yonkei-s.    Prosb.  Ch..  in  part,   47  37 

N.  Y.  City.    George  Kinney,   5  00 

Albany,    Cong.  Ch.,   90  90 

New- Jersey. 

Schraelenberg.    Eef.  Dutch  Ch.,   3135 

Newton.   Presb.  Ch   per  Eev.  M.  Barret  to 

make  YThitfield  S.  Johnson,  L.  M.,   30  00 

New-Shanick.    lief.  Dutch  Ch.,  in  part,   24  50 

Montrose.   Presb.  Ch.,   20  00 

Pennsylvania. 

Sewickleyville.   Eev.  A.  M.  Stewart,   1  00 

Philadelphia.    A  Friend,  200  00 

Williamsport,   A.  D.  Hepburn,   4  00 

Philadelphia,   John  Constable,  Esq.,   20  00 

Maryland. 

Baltimore.   M.  E.  Ch.,  High  and  Exeter  st, ...  51  00 

M.  E.  City  Station,   49  00 

Charles-st.  M.  E.  Ch.,   6  00 


South- Car  CLIN  A. 
Charleston.   Mrs.  Amelia  D.  V.  Mitchells,  ....    5  00 
Georgia. 


Covington  and  Oxford.   M.  E.  Ch.,  to  in  part 

make  the  Eev.  XJ.  J.  Sassnett  a  L,  M.,   19  85 

Atlanta.  Individuals,   6  00 

Marietta.   M.  E.  Ch.,   18  25 

Vineville.   M.  E.  Ch.,   14  00 

Perry.    M.  E.  Cb.,   7  00 

miedgeville.    M.  E.  Ch.  17  50 

A.  Graves,  $5 ;  W.  H.  Goodrich,  $5 ;  J.  O.  A. 
Clark,  $1 ;  cash,  50c.,   11  50 

Tennessee. 

Clarksville.  Eev.  Dr.  Hendrick's  O.  S.  Presb. 
Ch. :  Wm.  M.  Stewart,  SIO ;  Bryce  Stewart, 

$10;  John  Slacker,  |10;  others,  $20.10   50  10 

BapL  Ch.,   2  60 

Cumb.  P.  Ch.,   1  50 

Nashville.  Dr.  Edgar's  0.  S.  Presb.  Ch.:  T. 
Hill,  SIO;  J.  W.  Wood?,  $10;  Mrs.  Bass,  S5 ; 
D.  F.  Carter,  $5;  Col.  Eamsey,  $5;  Mr. 
Lusl^,  $5:    Mrs.  Jno.  Trimble,  $5;  Col. 

McEwen.$5;  others.  »10.25,   60  25 

Dr.  Lapsley"s  O  S.  Presb.  Ch. :  J.  B.  White, 

$10;  others,  $25,   35  00 

McKendree  Meth.  Ch  ,   16  00 

Cumb.  Presb.  Ch,   9  50 

Campbell  Cb.,   3  05 

Kentucky. 

Louisville.    Clay-st  Ger.  M.  E.  Ch.,  which 

makes  Eev.  C.  A.  Shelper  L.  M   28  40 

Hancock-st.  Christian  Ch.,  in  full  of  L.  M.  of 

Jesse  D.  Seaton,  Esq.,   17  00 

Walnut-st.  Christian  Ch.,  in  part,   14  22 
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CpnstfinMnople,   1 

Borzinsky"s  Petition  to  the  Pope   2 

Austria's  Submission  to  Eome,    17 

Foreign  Field  : 
Letter  from  the  Evangelical  Society  of  France,  ..19 

New-Granada,   23 

Home  Field: 

How  the  Eomi.sh  Laity  are  Prejudiced,   23 

Popish  Eevivalists  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa,   24 

Eomanist-Spies,  and  the  Laity's  Fear,  25 


Illinois. 

Chicago.   1st  Presb.  Ch.,  to  make  Jabez  Bar- 
ber and  F.  V.  Chamberlain  L.  Ms.  §60  00 

Ottawa.  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  per  J.  G.  Nottinger,. . .  28  47 
Griggsville.   Cong.  Ch.,  per  C.  W.  Kneeland,..  60  00 

Jacksonville.    Individuals   1  25 

CaledoQia.   Asso.  Eef'd.  Church,   5  00 

New-Vinchester.   Various  churches,   22  75 

Hopewell.  N.  S.  Presb.  Ch,   5  00 

Port  Byron.    Cong.  Ch.,   5  33 

"  Frame  School-House"   4  08 

Granville.    Con.  Ch.,   24  00 

Presb.  Ch.,   18  15 

Bapt.  Ch.,   5  30 

Knoxville.    Cong.  Ch.,   5  40 

1st  Presb.  Ch.,   9  38 

Bapt.  Ch.,   66 

Peru.    Cong.  Ch   6  25 

La  Salle.    M.  E.  Ch.,   3  61 

Eockford.    Cong.  Ch.,  add.  per  Ealph  Emer- 
son, Jr.,  to  make  Eev.  Joseph  Emerson  L.  M.,  31  00 

Indiana. 

AUenville.  N.  S.  Presb.  Ch.,   20  00 

M.  E.  Ch.,   7  00 

Bapt.  th.,   175 

Pleasant.    O.  S.  Presb.  Ch.   1  75 

North-Salem.    Various  churches,   16  80 

Evansville.   Eev.  Wm.  McCarer's  N.  S.  Presb. 

Ch   10  00 

Eev.  Saml.  Jacob's  Cumb.  Presb.  Ch.,  in  full 

ofL.  M.,   19  50 

Eev.  Mr.  Sterret's  O.  S.  Presb.  Ch.,   2  00 

Onio. 

Cleveland.   Wm.  Hall,   3  00 

Wellington.    1st  Cong.  Ch.,   20  25 

Free^Cong.  Ch.,   H  85 

Middlebury.   M.  E.  Ch,   1  05 

Indep.  Presb.  Ch.,   7  67 

West-Williamsfleld.    Cong.  Ch.,  per  Geo.  Eob- 

erts,  r    16  00 

Hamilton.    Bapt  Ch  ,   9  68 

Asso.  Eefd.  and  Concord  Chs.,  in  part,   6  50 

Portsmouth.   1st  Presb.  Ch.  add.  in  lull  of  Eev. 

E.  P.  Pratt  s  L.  D.,   25  00 

Dayton.   2d  Bapt.  Ch.,   2  53 

1st  Presb.  Ch.,  which  makes  Messrs.  E.  A. 
More,  Esq.,  and  David  Osborn,  Sen.,  L.  Ms.  61  25 
Walnut  Hills.   Lane  Seminary  P.  Ch. :  Mr. 

Burnett,  $1 ;  Mrs.  Tichener  and  Miss  Over- 

aker  in  full  for  Lyman  Alden,  Esq.  L.  M         26  0 

Akron.    Cong.  Ch.,  in  part  to  make  Eev.  N.  P. 

Bailey  L.  M.,   13 

Sundry  others,   OR, 

York.   Cong.  Ch.  in  part  to  make  Eev.  Eev.  ^qjj^ 


Michigan.  CIONS. 
Detroit.  French  and  Ger.  Congn.  by  Eev.  Mr.  ^  |I855. 

  yages, 

Iowa.  ie  de 

Le  Claire.   Presb.  Ch.,   ^1  de 

Anson  G.  Phelps,  Treasurer  othei 
Dec.  1, 1855.  .tisin 

 nam 
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Encouragement  to  Faithful  Labor,   ,  gover 

The  Work  Advancing,   olemet 

Church  Edifice:  a  Good  Beginning,   „  . 

Eev.  Mr,  Welsh,  and  the  Oneida  Associatio.  'S,  eu 

The  Synod  of  Onondaga,  ♦^he  D 

Sunday  School  Library,  +^55  - 

To  our  Patrons,  

Notices  of  Books,   29 
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